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Season Finale Dinner / Meeting -  November  27th  
Our Season Finale Dinner / Meeting took place at the R&L Bistro, lastô yearôs location and over 
twenty members were able to make it out to enjoy a wonderful social evening.  
 
Potential cruises for next year were discussed which the Council will address at their next meet-
ing and Laurel Bauldry explained the exciting new options available for Members re: club mer-
chandise. One notable observation was the large number of ñOvernightersò the group wants to 
participate in, weôve come a long way. 

SENIOR DRIVING 

As a senior citizen was driving down the motorway, his car phone rang. Answering, he heard 
his wife's voice urgently warning him, " Vernon , I just heard on the news that there's a car 
going the wrong way on Hwy 11. Please be careful!" 
 
"Hell," said Vernon , "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of them!"  

MoM Members relaxing at the Season Finale Dinner/ MeetingMoM Members relaxing at the Season Finale Dinner/ Meeting   

The Three Wise Men??The Three Wise Men??   The Door Prize Winning TableThe Door Prize Winning Table   



 

 

Blast from the PastBlast from the Past   
 
It's funny how simple things lead to much 
larger things in our life. Last summer dur-
ing one of our Ice Cream runs we had a 
visitor from Toronto named Dave Lean & 
his wife Karen join us for the evening. We 
often have guests join us for these runs 
and it is always nice to meet new Miata  
enthusiasts and get to know them and 
their cars. Dave's car was a rather unique 
vehicle, a 2004 Mazdaspeed converted to 
Corvette V-8 power, a ñMazdaspeedierò 
was the phased coined. 
 
Naturally the car and Dave got a lot of attention that evening and during the course of some dis-
cussion the convention that Trillium hosted for the Miata Club of America came up. I had always 
been interested in doing an article on this event for our newsletter so asked  Dave, having been 
a long time Trillium member and past President,  if he was lucky enough to attend and perhaps 
could give us an "I was there" viewpoint for the event. Little did I know at the time I had just hit 
the mother lode. 
 
The simple answer was yes he attended the event. However, he had a much better insight than 
most as he was in fact the Chairman of the group that actually organized the convention! 
  
Okay, now I'm excited and the questions headed in Dave's direction never stopped and over the 
course of the past eighteen months or so I've been blessed with access to his personal file with 
pictures and stories of that exciting occasion.  
 
In this issue we will talk a stroll down memory lane with Dave to try and express some of the  
excitement experienced by those that attended that particular event. 

This is how it started. Karen & Dave Lean stand back and This is how it started. Karen & Dave Lean stand back and 
watch admirers of their ñMazdaspeedieròwatch admirers of their ñMazdaspeedierò  
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The year is 1996 and to provide the correct perspective we will give you a lit-
tle background on the year. Here are a few of the fun facts about that year:  

The Summer Olympics took place in Atlanta, Georgia 

The 68th Academy Awards, awarded Braveheart  Best Picture. 
Canadian singer Alanis Morissette wins the Grammy's Album of the 
Year award 

The Spice Girls release their debut single "Wannabe" in the United Kingdom 

Juno award winner for Country Female Vocalist of the Year was a new female artist 
named Shania Twain 

The ñMacarena" became the hottest dance craze of the decade. 

The Nintendo 64 video game system was released in Japan. 
The Colorado Avalanche, after relocating from Quebec City win the Stanley Cup 

Tiger Woods had yet to win a tournament on the PGA tour 
Prince Charles and Diana, Princess of Wales get divorced. 
Independence Day was the summer blockbuster, other notables; Twister & Jerry Maguire 

Most Popular Christmas Gifts: Tickle Me Elmo, Pokemon and Beanie Babies 

  
And of course, the most important event of the year was the Miata Club of America conven-
tion held just north of Toronto that July. Hosted by the Trillium Car Club, nearly 1000 people  
(427 cars) from across North America attended the first MCA Convention held outside of the 
United States.  The Trillium Club raised the bar for future conventions with their four day  
extravaganza. So we'd like to take you back to 1996 and relive that convention through the 
eyes of Dave Lean, Chairman of "Miata '96" and future President of the Trillium Club. 
  

The convention was held at the Sheraton Parkway Hotel in Richmond Hill. Featured events 
included a Dinner Dance, a Trade Fair, Tours, Slalom Races, a Concours and Pit Stop 
events and Dinner Cruise in Toronto Harbour. The crew from Trillium received a lot of support 
from Mazda in Canada as well as Japan and of course the MCA. 

  



 

 

The cover of the Fall 1996 MCA Magazine 
Highlighting the convention held near Toronto. 

 
The car displayed here in front of the  

SkyDome & CN Tower currently belongs to 
MoM Member Jim Beaulieu.  

 

This is what the picture was originally  
suppose to look like. The photographer,  

supplied by the Mazda PR department, to 
get the picture he wanted, had to get to the 

location on the spur of the moment.  
Tom McCallum, the owner of the Sunburst 
yellow Miata couldnôt make it so Daveôs car 

was substituted at the last minute. 
The picture was used in multiple media 

including, events Calendar, press releases, 
Souvenir Post cards etc., the cover of MCA 

magazine and naturally the cover of  
Show Me Your Curves. 

 


