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Editor’s Message
by Doug Jackson

Happy New Year!
Have you made your “New Year’s Resolutions” yet? If
that is your tradition, or you are trying to start …
why not include some resolutions for the next year of
the Miata Club! How about trying to attend more of
the cruises in 2017? Why not try to participate in
some more ice cream runs? What about volunteering
to lead a cruise? Where could you contribute some of
your skills and talents for the good of the group?
Please consider the “Miatas of Muskoka” as you
make your New Year’s Resolutions this year!
Looking back over the list of activities on Page 5, we
are reminded of the numerous trips and activities
that took place during the ‘driving year’ of 2016. It is
important for us to say a sincere ”Thank You” to
those folks who organized and led the trips, to those
who acted as sweeps on the cruises and to those who
are on the executive and spend hours quietly
working on behalf of the membership. We truly
appreciate your assistance!

interesting articles online, discovered funny jokes …
and then sent them to me! In the newsletter, Cal and
I attempt to include summaries of all of the activities
of the club, plus some other articles, photos, links
and jokes that some (hopefully all) will find
interesting. We encourage all of you to send any of
the above to us … we would rather have too much
than too little for future newsletters!
Sincere thanks go to Cal Lander for his outstanding
assistance with the production of all of our
newsletters. He takes my basic raw material to a
whole new level of professional layout! Thanks, Cal,
for sharing your talent with the club. Each newsletter
is so visually appealing because of your hard work!
Our club’s executive council will be meeting in midJanuary. If you have some concrete suggestions for
cruises or outings for 2017, please contact any of the
Miataville Council members.
Doug Jackson

I would like to personally thank those folks who
wrote up summary articles, took photographs, found

About the cover art. . . . .
I came across this piece of artwork and thought it would be a great
“addition” to our “Edition”. We must give credit where is due.
Check out his webpage - http://infamousjim.wordpress.com/
Jim Tramontano has been drawing and painting cars since he could pick
up a pencil. He currently is a high school art teacher, high performance
driving instructor, race car mechanic, and freelance artist.
In his own words - “I create art that can meet any of your
automotive needs. My main body of work ranges from pen and marker
sketches to realistic paintings. Check out this page and my blog for more
examples. Many original paintings are for sale, and prints are available for most of my artwork.”
“All of my art is hand drawn. I do not use computer programs as a primary medium. While some modern
digital artwork looks incredibly realistic I feel that hand created art has much more personality and can
never be replaced”.
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Contact Council of Miataville

Club Activities:

Newsletter Publisher:

Bob Macaulay
cmacaulay_8@sympatico.ca

Doug Jackson
dwjackson88@hotmail.com

Finance:

Social Events:

Cathy Fedorowich
mcfed@sympatico.ca

Diane Phillips
ddkphil@vianet.ca

Club Merchandise:

Honourary Member

Laurel Bauldry
lbauldry@surenet.net

Gord Bauldry
gbauldry@surenet.net

Winter mode engaged?. . .

Membership/
Inter Club Liason:
Cal Lander
Clander607@gmail.com

Website:
Michael Topping
mastopping@bell.net

Show Me Your Curves

is a quarterly publication of a Miata enthusiasts group
known as the Miatas of Muskoka…
We are a small group that like to explore the
twisty back roads and scenic lakes in Canada's premier vacation playground .....
Muskoka.

Visit our Website at
URL:http://www.miatasofmuskoka.com/
Or
Check us out on Facebook: miatasofmuskoka.
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Last Year’s Events . . .
Miatas of Muskoka 2016 Cruise Event Schedule [Final – May12, 2016]
Cruise Event

Date
th

Spring Fling Cruise & Lunch
Sat. May 7
Trading Bay Restaurant, Dorset
Angevaare Mazda Annual Miata
Sun. June 5th
Open House/BBQ/Cruise
(Peterborough)
Scavenger Hunt (details to be
Sat. June 11th
determined)
St Jacobs Farmers Market & Outlets Fri.-Sat. June
24th-25th
Manitoulin Island/Tobermory Cruise Fri.-Sun. July
15th-17th
King’s Wharf Theatre “Momma
Sat. July 23rd
Mia”
Matinee and BBQ (Penetang)
“Miata Rally for Kids” (sponsors
Sat. Aug. 6th
Moffat’s Mazda Barrie – details
being finalized)
Camp Borden Military Museum
Cruise (Angus area)
‘Round Algonquin Park
(MoM charity cruise)
Fall Colours (Muskoka)
(details to be determined)
Ice cream runs

Sat. Aug. 20

Event Type

Cruise Director(s)

Day-trip

Gord & Laurel Bauldry

Day-trip

Michael & Sue Topping

Day-trip

Bill & Cathy Gilbert

Overnight (1 nite) Cal & Gail Lander
Overnight (2
nites)
Day-trip

Bob & Carol Macaulay
Doug & Sheila Jackson

Day-trip

No CD req’d – (Bob
Macaulay is MoM’s
contact with event plnr.)

Day-trip

Dick
GordSmyth
& Laurel Bauldry

Tues-Wed.

Mon.-Tues.
Aug 23, 24 Aug. Overnight (1 nite) Ed & Judy Gigg
22nd-23rd
Sat. Oct. 1st
Day-trip
Mike & Cathy
Fedorowich
Every 2nd Tues. evg. (starts May 24th) - meet at Bracebridge
Y.I.G. @ 6:30 PM (unless advised otherwise via advance email)
[NOTE: “special” ice cream run once a month – Tues. June
21st, Tues. July 19th, Tues. Aug. 16, Sat. Sept. 10th - advance
email notices will be provided.]

Caption Challenge:
Get your creative juices moving!!!!!
The editor challenges all to come up with
a creative caption for this photo.
Send your ideas to Doug Jackson by
email sjackson@csolve.net in time for the
next newsletter.
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Upcoming Events . . .
2017

Miatas of Muskoka 2017 Cruise Event Schedule
Cruise Event

Start Date

Spring Planning Meeting
King's Wharf Theatre
Joseph and the AmazingTechnicolor Dreamcoat

Ice cream runs

Event Type

Cruise Director(s)

Completed

???????
August 26, 2017

Day Trip

Doug and Sheila Jackson

Every 2nd Tues. evg. (starts May ??th) - meet at Bracebridge
Y.I.G. @ 6:30 PM (unless advised otherwise via advance e-mail)
NOTE: “special” ice cream run once a month – Tues. June ??st, Tues. July
??th, Tues. Aug. ??, Sat. Sept. ?? - advance email notices will be provided.

REMINDERS:
1. Before each cruise, an Event Notice with all details will be circulated to all members, both for
your information and to obtain an RSVP response, to assist the Cruise Directors(s) with final
planning and arrangements for the event. Please respect the requested response deadline
and provide a timely response by return e-mail, regardless of whether you will be
attending or not.
2. To ensure the safety of all cruise participants, CB radios are now required for participation
in all MoM cruise events, except for the weekly ice cream runs every second Tuesday evening;
please remember to bring and use your CB. [NOTE: if you don’t already own a CB, MoM now
has 2 portable (hand-held) CB units available for temporary use on a one-time only loan basis,
pending acquisition of your own CB unit.]
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Upcoming Events . . .

Be alert for an email announcing
details of this event.

Plan To Be there!!!!
Membership ????
Hello all Miatas of Muskoka members,
Many thanks to those of you who have already renewed your memberships for 2017.
To avoid a crush at the door of our upcoming Spring planning meeting, we would very
much appreciate your filling out the attached waiver and sending it along with a
cheque made out to Miatas of Muskoka for $35 to:
Cal Lander
9 Cole Court,
Orillia, ON
L3V 8A5

or

Cathy Fedorowich
746 South Mary Lake Road
Port Sydney,
P0B 1L0

Thanks and let’s keep thinking about the warmer days and happy cruises ahead.
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GUEST RELEASE
STATEMENT
All members of Miatas of Muskoka AND/OR guests agree to the following Release
Statement:

I agree to release the Miatas of Muskoka, its officers, members, organizers, sponsors and
vendors from any and all liability for injury, damages or loss arising from my attendance and
participation in any Miatas of Muskoka activity. My guest privileges are contingent upon
compliance with all Motor Vehicle and insurance laws including maintaining a valid driver's
license, automobile registration and auto insurance. Reckless driving during a club sponsored
event may result in termination of my guest privileges.

Pilot’s Signature

Date

_

Co-Pilot's Signature

Date

_

ALL applications MUST be signed by both the guest and anyone accompanying them.

Upcoming Events . . .
Preliminary Notification
and “Date Saver”
We have had a very positive response to the announcement sent out on December
20th. We have heard back from the owners of ten cars so far and we have nineteen
people already committed!
We have arranged to hold a block of tickets for our “Miatas of Muskoka” group on
Saturday, August 26, 2017, for the 2:00 pm production. The ‘down payment’ has
already been paid and the next ‘installment’ is not due until after the time of the Annual General Meeting in April. Your payments of $37.00 + HST ($41.81) per person,
or $83.62 per car will be requested at that time.
If you have not yet responded, please let Doug and Sheila know if you are interested
in attending, by email at sjackson@csolve.net or by phone at 705-835-6900, by January 15th, 2017. We will wait until the AGM in April, in case we have some new members joining our group, before finalizing our attendance numbers. In fairness to the
general public, unused tickets from our block should be released for sale by early
May.

Created by the legendary Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat is one of the most adored musicals in Broadway history.
And with its family-friendly storyline, universal themes and catchy music, it’s also one
of the industry’s most lucrative productions.
“Joseph remains so popular because it presents a timeless message about faith and
forgiveness – something we need today more than ever,” says Mustakas. “This is family entertainment at its best. It's extremely funny, warm and uplifting … it's guaranteed to leave you singing your way out of the theatre.”
The irresistible tale chronicles the trials and triumphs of Joseph, Israel's favorite son.
Sold into slavery by his eleven jealous brothers when their father, Jacob, gives him a
coat of many colours, Joseph capitalizes on his ability to interpret dreams and in so
doing rises above his bleak circumstances to become one of the most powerful men in
Egypt.
Explosive dance numbers, plenty of laughter, unforgettable tunes like “Go, Go Joseph,”
“Any Dream Will Do,” and “Close Every Door” make Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat a vibrant feast for the eyes and ears. From Calypso to Jazz to Western, the types of music are as varied and electrifying as the multitude of colours on
Joseph’s famous coat.
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Event Reports
Final Ice Cream Run of the
Season,
Sept. 28th
By Bob Macaulay
They say “All good things must come to an
end”, and for the Ice Cream Runs for 2016,
that happened on Wednesday evening, September 28th. Carol took a few pictures that
capture the camaraderie we experienced at
all of the runs this year.
Mother Nature smiled on us, we had a good
turn-out of nine cars, and we enjoyed a nice
sunset ride into central Muskoka and back
to Bracebridge for ice cream at Momma
Bears. By the time we all departed for
home, it was dark ... my, how the days have
gotten shorter!
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Event Reports . . . .
Fall Colour Cruise
October 1, 2016
by Mike and Carol Fedorowich
(with photos from Mike, Bob, Doug)

It may go down as one of the longest Fall
Cruises the Club has had to date. A total of 8
hours together and 268 kilometers of travel
was spent in search of the best fall colors. The
trip encompassed different regions in every
direction from Bracebridge through townships
of Muskoka Lakes, Seguin,
McMurrich/Monteith over to Perry into Burk's
Falls across Ryerson, through Almaguin over
to Huntsville and finally reaching Port
Sydney.
If it is claimed a success, it will be because of
the people in the Club. All showed up on time
with smiles and eagerness for the day.
Although Cathy and Mike Fedorowich were

the cruise directors for this event, Bob
Macaulay and his wife Carol were always
available for support in the planning. Carol
even brought her delicious home-made carrot
muffins to share with the group in our
travels.
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Event Reports . . . .
The cruise ended in the picturesque village of
Port Sydney at the home of Mike and Cathy. It
seemed a perfect ending to the day to see all
gathered in the wooded setting. Truly another
heartwarming event with the "Miatas of
Muskoka".
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Event Reports
“Games Day”
and Pot Luck Dinner
September 17, 2016
By Maureen Newton and Bob Macaulay

Saturday September 17th was the final one of
our four monthly “special” ice cream runs for
MoM’s 2016 cruising season.
This annual event was organized and hosted by
Maureen Newton at her place on Penfold Lake.
Instead of the usual evening corn roast, it was

As you’ll note from the attached pics, some of
the participants arrived in vehicles other than
their Miatas (including Carol and Bob)...not
surprising, given that it was pouring rain when
many of us left for home.

planned to be a potluck dinner, preceded by
outdoor lawn games (e.g. bocce, croquet,
horseshoes.) The morning of the 17th arrived,
but, unfortunately, we woke up to gloomy, gray,
rainy weather, which persisted throughout most
of the day, and thus scuppered the original plan
for outdoor games. So, in the spirit of “making
lemonade out of the lemons”, the 25 MoMers
who participated in this event decided to play
some indoor games, which included charades,
Trivial Pursuit and a bit of indoor putting. We
all made the best of the occasion and had lots of
fun, and got to enjoy a wide variety of tasty
potluck dishes after the games were
completed...finished off (of course) with a nice
selection of Kawartha Dairy flavours for ice
cream cones.

Thanks must go to Maureen for playing the
ever-cheerful hostess, despite the big crowd that
descended on her kitchen, living room and
dining room for much of the afternoon and early
evening. We appreciate your hospitality!
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Event Reports . . . .
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Event Reports
MoM Picnic Cruise
Cruise Directors: Bob and Carol Macaulay
(photos from Bob, Carol, Doug)
Unlike the prior Saturday, September 24th
blessed us with a beautiful fall day
on which to enjoy a nice leisurely
fall run around Muskoka, as our
2016 MoM cruising season winds
down. A total of 6 cars (12
participants) met at the Canadian
Tire lot in south Gravenhurst. We
then proceeded, with tops down on
this sunny, cool morning, up the
west side of Lake Muskoka, through
Bala, and along Mortimer’s Point
Road on our way to Port Carling,
and then north via Brackenrig Road
(one of my favourite Miata roads in
Muskoka) to Windermere Road, and
west from there to our pit-stop at
Windermere village. There we
parked and enjoyed the sunshine
and beautiful view out over Lake Rosseau, as
well as the picture-perfect view from the public
pier back uphill toward the stunning front
façade of Windermere House Hotel. After a
comfort stop, we continued onward toward our
picnic lunch destination, east cross
Windermere Road, and then south on Muskoka
Road 4 to High Falls Road, then east to Hwy. 11

and into High Falls Park, just opposite the Hwy.
11/117 interchange. There we enjoyed a very
nice picnic lunch, supplemented by tasty
cookies supplied by Cathy Fedorowich and
Laurel Bauldry. Afterwards we wandered over

to enjoy a view of the falls and the dam on the
North Muskoka River, took some pictures, and
then we said our goodbyes and everyone headed
for home in the early afternoon. Altogether, 100
kms of scenic, windey Muskoka roads combined
with near- perfect, sunny fall weather to present
us with a very enjoyable cruise.
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Event Reports . . . .
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Event Reports
Final Banquet of the 2016 Cruising Season
by Diane Phillips

On Saturday Nov.5, 2016, the
members of the Miatas of Muskoka
enjoyed a wonderful end-of-season
banquet at the Bayview Wildwood
resort.
The evening began with a social
gathering of 25 members in friendship,
camaraderie and cocktails. We gathered
at a beautiful lakeside venue overlooking
Sparrow Lake. Doug had set up a slideshow
highlighting some of the activities that our
members enjoyed during the 2016 cruising
season. It played during our pre- dinner
socializing. This was followed by a three course dinner that included excellent food
and service.

(with photos from Doug)

After dinner, Gail
received a
FaceTime video
call from Cal,
who was visiting
family in
Australia. It was
neat to talk to
him from so far
away!
Thank you to all those members who
attended and to all the staff of Bayview
Wildwood for making it such a memorable
evening. A special thank you also to the
MoM club for covering the tax and gratuity
on the dinner. It was truly appreciated by all
in attendance!
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Event Reports . . . .
We hope to see you all next
year for the first event of 2017.
Until then, wishing everyone a
safe and healthy winter!
Diane Phillips
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The One Millionth Miata
A group of our members attended a very special
ceremony this past fall. Here you will see some
photos taken on October 16, 2016 at the Mazda
headquarters in Richmond Hill. The celebration
was for the signing of the 1,000,000th Miata
produced. The car was all checkered off creating
spaces for people to sign their names on the
Miata. As always, it was a fun day! Shown in
the photos are some of our members who
attended.

by Mike Fedorowich
(photos from Mike, Cal)
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History of the Mazda MX-5
Feb 1989

Original MX-5 debuts at Chicago Auto Show

Oct 1997

Second-generation MX-5 debuts at Tokyo Motor Show

Dec 1998

10th Anniversary Limited Edition MX-5 launched

May 2000

Recognized by Guinness World Records as the world's best-selling two-seater sports car (531,890 units produced)

Jan 2002

Production reaches 600,000 units (Guinness World Record updated)

Mar 2005

Third-generation MX-5 debuts at Geneva International Motor Show

Apr 2005

Production reaches 700,000 units (Guinness World Record updated)

Jul 2006

Retractable hardtop model debuts at British International Motor Show

Jan 2007

Production reaches 800,000 units (Guinness World Record updated)

Jul 2009

20th Anniversary Limited Edition MX-5 launched

Feb 2011

Production reaches 900,000 units (Guinness World Record updated)

Apr 2014

25th Anniversary Edition MX-5 launched

Sep 2014

Fourth-generation MX-5 debuts

Mar 2016

Mazda MX-5 RF debuts at New York International Auto Show
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation
by “Zumerang” Macaulay
Late this summer, my owners decided they wanted me to take them on another big trip…this time to
southern Québec and the Maritimes. After packing my trunk full to the brim (ouch!...that stuff’s
heavy!), we set off from Huntsville with sun poking through the clouds and my
top down, on Sunday, August 28th. We had the usual beautiful ride through
Algonquin Park, and then took a really fun back-country route (with no
traffic!...yaaay!) southeast from Barry’s Bay via Denbigh to the pretty village of
Westport, on the Rideau Canal. Our first night was spent visiting with some old
friends from my owners’ university days, catching up on new and old times.
The next day was a long leg of almost 700 kms, via Brockville, southern Montreal , and the Eastern
Townships of Québec, mostly on expressway-type highways (whew!...I was almost out of breath!...but
at least the sunny weather allowed me to have my top down again) until we got to the Montmagny
area southeast of Québec City. That’s where my owners finally let me relax a little on secondary
Highway 132 which flanks the St. Lawrence River all the way out to the Gaspé Peninsula. On the
recommendation of the Bauldrys, some Miata friends, my owners drove me through the village of
Saint-Jean-Port-Joli along the way – apparently the wood-working capital of Quebec – and we saw
some fascinating wood-carving and architectural sights. We finished our day in Riviere-du-Loup, at a
convenient hotel just off the expressway, Hotel Universel, where my owners enjoyed a nice dinner.
The next 3 days were spent in a glorious drive around the perimeter of the Gaspé Peninsula, including
much of the first day enjoying the scenic, often-twisty road along
the edge of the St. Lawrence and up and down the edges of the
Chic-Choc Mountains. I had a blast, and so did my owners, judging
by all the raves coming from the cockpit. Along the way, we
stopped at several lighthouses (why are humans so fascinated by
these?), which gave me a chance to rest from all those curves, and
steep climbs
and descents.
One spot in particular even gave me a beautiful
view of the river, at the edge of the hamlet of La
Martre…here I am parked beside the lighthouse.
The sights just kept coming, and so did the
entertaining road as we continued driving east.
This is yet another example of the scenic
landscape I got to enjoy.

Further along, passing through the hamlet of Mont-Saint-Pierre, I literally was driving along the river’s
edge with the mountains rising at the edge of the highway to our right…what a cool experience!.
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation . . .
As we continued on toward our first Gaspé night in the
village of Grand-Vallée, more fun was to be had on the
mountain hills…wheeeee!
We arrived at our
destination later in
the afternoon, with
my top still down
and the sun still
shining…I was glad
for the rest, and so
were my owners.
They had stayed here
twice in the winter on past Gaspé snowmobiling trips, and
were again looking forward to the wonderful cuisine served
by the chef-owner of the B & B inn.
From our spot facing the river, we all had a lovely view (even
me!...they parked me facing that way as well) of the
cathedral on a prominent cliff across the harbour…so typical
of every village and town in Québec!
The next day dawned cloudy bright but cool, so my owners
layered up and off we went with my top down again…which
never gets old! On our way toward our next night in Percé,
we came across an interesting lighthouse/communications
installation…historical because it dates from 1904 and was
the first of 6 such marine facilities along the St. Lawrence by
the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company, to enable radio
communication between ships at sea and the coast. Here’s
a cool pic my owners took of it, looking out toward the mouth of
the St. Lawrence. Our trek continued southeast toward the
eastern tip of Gaspé Peninsula at Cap-des-Rosiers. The weather
got progressively more cloudy and then it started to drizzle, so
my top had to go up…damn! Yet another lighthouse stop there,
despite the rain, and the terrain
being flatter, the highway was
still fun for me as there were lots
of curves, and not much traffic.

After passing the town of Gaspé and continuing south along the
coast, we stopped for a late picnic lunch right on the beach in the hamlet of Barachois…interesting
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation . . .
because it afforded a long distance view of the famous
Percé Rock, but from the back (north) side, as we were
still a good 10+ kms away. As we got closer to Percé,
the road got very hilly again, with lots of exposed rock.
This meant
lots more
opportunity
for me to
have some
fun, since
the distance
travelled so far that day had not been that far.
As we approached Percé, I got to see a great view of the village and the famous rock, coming down
that long hill from the north…too bad the weather
had turned so gloomy again. We stopped on a
nearby promontory for some much closer views of
this
infamous
rock which
stands
almost 300
feet high
at low tide.
Once we
got to our
B & B, my owners were able to enjoy a spectacular, face-on view of the rock, right from their room.
They were also able to partake in a terrific home-cooked
dinner at the B & B, prepared by their Swiss proprietor, and
enjoyed a pre-dinner walk to a nearby “private” lighthouse.
(yes…another one!)
The next day was our last one on Gaspé, as we cruised along
the south shore of the Peninsula past Chandler, New
Richmond and Carleton-sur-Mer, enjoying the periodic
views overlooking the Baie-des-Chaleurs, on toward the
bridge across to Campbellton, New Brunswick, which was our planned lunch stop. As we got close to
the NB border, the sky got very dark, and just before the heavens opened, we stopped briefly to put
my top up; just seconds later, I got completely soaked (but only on the outside!) in the torrential rain.
My driver navigated us slowly past Campbellton, and we stopped for lunch on the outskirts while it was
still teeming rain…so hard that my owners stayed in the car for several minutes to try and wait it out.
Eventually their appetites got the better of them and they made a run for it into the Tim Hortons. At
least they could get dry and warm, while I had to sit outside in the pouring rain.
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation . . .
After lunch, we continued on, following a coastal highway southeast toward our night’s stop just north
of Bathurst…which turned out to be a beautiful log home B & B near the village of Pointe-Verte NB,
right on the edge of Chaleur Bay. It was still raining steadily, so my owners scurried to the main door,
where they were apparently warmly welcomed in and invited to relax with an adult beverage by the
fire, before checking in to their awesome room overlooking the ocean (I know, because I’ve seen the
pictures!) Turns out the proprietors were a retired couple from
the Chatham-Windsor area in Ontario, who had decided to buy
this property on the NB coast and build a custom log home to
serve as a B & B. Phil was quite the chef, and according to my
owners, he demonstrated his cuisine wizardry both at dinner
that night and breakfast the next morning. The next day
dawned cool and
breezy, but very sunny,
they said our goodbyes, and we headed south past Miramichi,
stopping for lunch in
Richibucto NB and on
to Shediac, where we
followed the coast of
Northumberland
Strait to Cape Tormentine and the Confederation Bridge to
PEI. We were all looking forward to this quick and scenic way
across to the island, but little did we realize that we wouldn’t
be able to see anything due to the fact that I sit so low on the road, and the bridge has solid concrete
rails which are higher than me! But that was OK, because it was very windy, and I was protected from
that…and it was fun anyway, especially as I got a great view of the island straight ahead coming down
off the high point of the bridge.
We drove the short distance to our next B & B stop that night in Summerside PEI, at a beautifullyrestored Victorian house only a very short walk from the main street. I had to park on the adjacent
street across from the B & B, but that was OK, because the streets were all pretty quiet after dark. My
owners went for a nice walk to find a recommended restaurant for dinner, and on the way back,
stopped at a brand new ice cream parlour opened in another
restored house by the B & B owners, just a block away.
The next day was beautifully sunny, so after a scrumptious
breakfast, down went my top and we had a wonderful leisurely
drive west out to West Point where we stopped (yup!...you
guessed it!) at yet another lighthouse. I got to park right
beside an older cousin…appeared to be a mid-90’s blue Miata
in great shape, and we had a nice “visit” while our respective
owners were off touring the lighthouse. We carried on northward, following the coastal highway all
the way to North Cape at the northwestern tip of PEI…and guess what???...my owners decided they
didn’t need to spend any time at the lighthouse there, but they did enjoy a walk along the bluffs and
the views out to sea while I cooled my jets in the windswept parking lot. The lunch stop was at a little
bakery in Tignish, following which we headed back south and then east over to Cavendish beach.
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation . . .
My owners went for a brief, cool and windy walk there, and then we
headed for our next stop in Charlottetown, following some pleasant
back roads on the city’s outskirts. Interesting fact: Charlottetown, with
a population of 35,000, represents 25% of PEI’s total population of
140,000. Our next stop was at another beautifully-restored B & B, only
a few short blocks from downtown, and an easy walk for my owners
along the harbour boardwalk and to their chosen dinner spot.
The next morning we departed quite early (my owners took their breakfast in box-lunch form from the
B & B) so we could get to the Woods Islands ferry for our reserved sailing back to the mainland, at
Caribou, Nova Scotia. I felt claustrophobic below deck (but not as bad as Manitoulin!) while my owners
enjoyed beautiful ocean views on this bright, sunny morning. Once we hit NS, we headed east on main
highways destined for Cape Breton Island, stopping for lunch in Antigonish, and eventually crossing
onto Cape Breton on the Canso Causeway. We circumnavigated the large Bras D’Or Lake on some back
roads which turned out to be very rough (thanks a lot, guys!),
and after another very brief ferry ride (open deck this time
…yaaay!) we eventually arrived at our next B & B at the base of
the Cabot Trail near Indian Brook. A beautiful spot it was, right
on the seashore overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, and my owners
had a nice suite in a separate building with an ocean view.
The next morning, after another great breakfast, we met up
with the Landers, who were also on a Maritime tour, in a rental car from Halifax, and all of us spent
most of the day doing the Cabot Trail counter-clockwise. We were blessed with a spectacular sunny
day, so of course my top was down, and we took full advantage with lots of stops for pics.

This was another really fun day for me, because some of the trail is so steep and full of curves, and I
was sorry to see it end when we parted company with the Landers at Margaree Forks, and headed
back toward the NS mainland. Our stop that night was on the eastern shore of NS, near Cole Harbour
(my owners mentioned that is Sidney Crosby’s birthplace.) Again, the destination was a small country
B & B-style inn, located right on the ocean, with a nice view from their room. Both dinner and
breakfast were wonderful, but the next day’s weather not so much. After I got drenched again in an
overnight rain, we departed for Halifax in a light drizzle and fog, which stuck with us for much of the
coastline drive west. After a brief open-deck ferry ride at Isaacs Harbour, with more rough road
sections along the way (ouch!...that last bump hurt!) we carried on, arriving in Dartmouth for a late
lunch, before crossing the bridge into Halifax, and arriving at our downtown hotel for 2 nights’ stay.
My owners left me parked in the underground garage at the hotel while they ventured everywhere on
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foot, taking in many sights including the harbour boardwalk,
the Pier 21 Immigration Museum (a “must-see”, according to
them), the Citadel, and the Halifax Public Gardens. Although I
couldn’t tell from the underground garage, the weather for
the full day we were in Halifax was apparently beautiful,
especially for walking. Both nights, lobster was on the menu
for at least one of my owners, who enjoyed it immensely.
After our two nights in Halifax, we headed west along the
coast, starting out with the top up and in fairly dense fog (boo hoo!…)…so my owners decided to give
Peggy’s Cove a pass, since they had seen it on a previous trip 30 years ago. By the time we got to
Mahone Bay, the fog had cleared and the sky was brightening, so
down came my top and
we headed into historic
Lunenburg for lunch,
after a quick side-trip to
the small fishing port of
Blue Rocks. The
colourful buildings in
Lunenberg leave quite an impression. My owners wandered
the boardwalk by the harbour, and then we carried on
southwest along the coastal highway to the public pier at Clark’s Harbour (southern tip of Nova Scotia),
where my owners could see and tour the famous Bluenose II. Then it was on to our destination just
north of Yarmouth, a modest roadside motel where I could be parked right outside my owners’ unit.
The next day, the plan was a leisurely drive through the scenic Annapolis Valley, but that was
scuppered by another drizzly/foggy start to the day, which lasted
almost until the lunch stop at Wolfville, so I had to drive the main
highway instead of the more scenic route in the heart of the valley.
But things got better after lunch, and we all enjoyed our back route
along the south shore of the Minas Basin (off the Bay of Fundy),
including a stop at Burntcoat Head, where the world’s highest tides
occur (53 feet!)
Our stop that night was at yet another beautiful Victorian B & B, in Parrsboro NS, on the north shore of
Minas Basin. After check-in, I took my owners up the road for a tasty dinner at a local restaurant, and
we set out again the next morning (after another great brekkie)
heading for the famous Hopewell Rocks in New Brunswick, on
the north shore of the Bay of Fundy. Another sunny day, so
down went my top, and we had a very nice drive across country
to Truro and on into NB, where we by-passed Moncton to head
west along the coast to Hopewell Rocks. The way my owners
raved about them, they must have been an awesome sight;
because it was low tide, they were able to walk all around the
base of the rocks on the ocean floor, and spent almost 3 hours there, including a quick lunch.
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Many pics were taken, only a few
of which appear here…this was
one of their favourite spots on the
whole trip. (Unfortunately, I had
to sit in the hot sun with my top
up all that time.)
Our day continued with a very nice
drive along the coast into and through Fundy National Park, and then across country northwest to
Fredericton, where we stopped for the night on the outskirts, at a relatively new hotel conveniently
located right off the highway. It had been a long day, so my owners decided to stay put for the evening
and eat at the hotel restaurant. The next day was to be a scenic drive north through the St. John River
valley, but the day started out very cool and grey, so my top stayed up
for our drive through downtown Fredericton, which is very attractive.
As we headed into the valley, it
started to drizzle, and continued on
and off for the entire morning;
nonetheless, I did enjoy the back
roads paralleling the river, except for
a very looong stretch under
construction north of Hartland, where we had been able to stop
and see the world’s longest covered bridge. Rain upon our arrival in
Grand Falls precluded a stop to see the falls (my owners were very disappointed!), so we carried on to
our destination city, Edmunston, for lunch. By then, the sky had cleared up, so down went my top as
we toured around to do some local sight-seeing, before arriving at our small B & B for the night,
perched up a very steep driveway, with a great view overlooking the valley from my owners’ room on
the 2nd floor. Once again, they met an interesting proprietor, a fluently-bilingual music/voice teacher
who gives lessons from her in-home studio. For dinner, she directed us to a wonderful nearby
restaurant favoured by the locals, and my owners had a fabulous meal there, followed by another
great breakfast at the B & B the next morning.
Then we headed out on another sunny cool day, (with my top down of course!) on what would be my
farthest day (over 700 kms)…via all main highways, back through southern Quebec to our night’s
accommodation at a modest roadside motel in Cornwall Ontario. Luckily, it was right next door to one
of Cornwall’s best restaurants, so after a nice long walk, my owners wandered over to have a great
Italian meal, and then crashed early, as they were as tired as I was from that long drive.
Our last day of the trip was an easy, uneventful drive back via Ottawa, Renfrew, and Algonquin Park, to
arrive home in Huntsville in the late afternoon of Tuesday, September 13th.
All-in-all, it was a fabulous “Miata adventure” which I enjoyed almost as much as my owners, and would
highly recommend. But it sure was nice to get home to my own “bed” (in the garage),
and have all that heavy stuff removed from my trunk!
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation
by “Miata 5” Jackson

Miata5 is Really Ticked Off
with Doug and Sheila!

I’m starting to sound like a cantankerous
old goat, so I guess I should tell you what
really is annoying me.

What exciting stuff did I do this summer?
Nothing. Did my owners do interesting
things? Absolutely. Did I get to share in
their good times? No!

Doug and Sheila used to take me on really
cool trips, like Smuggler’s Notch in Vermont
and Whiteface Mountain in New York. The
Blue Ridge Parkway was awesome! What
special places did I go to this summer?
Nowhere. Thank goodness for the MoM car
club because the outings were
the only fun things. Doug drove
me just to the GOLF COURSE!
That’s it. Back and forth. Time
after time. How boring!

Look. I know that I’m the oldest car in the

If I wasn’t at the stupid Golf
Course, then they kept me in the
garage. Why? To keep the sun off
me? I sat in the parking lot at
Settlers’ Ghost Golf Club in the
blazing sun for hours on end.
Doesn’t make sense.

club, but I really can’t stand being treated
like an old-timer. I know that when I go to
the Miatas of Muskoka Cruises and Ice
Cream runs, everyone gathers around the
new cars and ooohs and aaahs over the ladi-da new high-tech gizmos and whiz-bang
stuff that owners seem to enjoy. I listen
when the other cars are described in their
swishy designer colours and “available
options”, whatever that means. When I was
built back in 1990, there were three colours,
red, blue and white. Five speed manual or
automatic transmission. That’s it. Air bags?
Forget it. Air conditioning? Put the top
down. All the good music is on tape
cassettes anyway. Who needs CD’s and
Bluetooth and Sirius radio? And don’t even
get me started on retractable roofs. Anyway,

The part that really hurts is this.
Doug and Sheila celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary in
July. They had over seventy people at the
house. Everyone was talking about the good
old days. Lots and lots of cars were on the
property. Where was I on that special day?
IN THE GARAGE!
I’ve been with them for 27 years, over half of
their married life, and they didn’t even bring
me out to help celebrate! I’m REALLY,
REALLY ANGRY right now. I think I’ll just
sulk all winter long.

Page 28

How I Spent My Summer Vacation
by “Mimi2” Bauldry

ME2 ZMZM has a Busy Summer
Hi, my name is Mimi 2. My mommy and
daddy, Laurel and Gordon, really put me
through my paces this summer.
Mom and Dad took me into the US of A to
attend the “Miatas at the Beach Rally” being
held in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Some
of the other participants wanted to know if
Mom and Dad brought me down on a trailer. No, no, no, I drove them all the way
there on my four little tires. On the way
unique small towns like Georgetown, sat
and near the Cavendish potato factory to
take in the aroma of their French fries. I
was only allowed to enjoy the aroma because I am watching my waistline.
Next, we toured the Gaspé Peninsula ( last
year too) and even spent St. Jean Baptiste
Day roaming the shorelines of the St. Lawrence River enjoying the bonfires. Driftwood

home, Mom and Dad took me through the
Chesapeake Tunnel (it's scary going under
the water) and we stayed in Virginia Beach.
I had a hard time finding the beach, even
with my GPS. I was not afraid to stop and
ask directions (not like my Dad) and a very
nice Navy service man driving a Miata
showed me the way. We drove around in
the beautiful red dirt of Prince Edward Island, watching lobster boats and staying in
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is collected over a period of time along the
shores and huge bonfires are burned during
the evening of this provincial holiday. I was
not allowed to go too close because mom
and dad did not want my beautiful Galaxy
Grey paint to blister.
Mom and Dad then decided to take me to
Sarnia TWICE!!! One trip on which our
good friends Patty and Garry Walker and
their beautiful Miata were able to come
along with us. Mom said she wanted to see
the Canada Steam ships and other freighters coming down the St. Clair River into
Lake Huron, but I think they wanted to go
to the Point Edward Casino. I had to stay
outside; I'm not old enough to go inside and
play.
Another trip was to Prescott and Brockville
along with our friends Patty and Garry. I
was allowed to go to the sidewalk sale in
Brockville but then they parked me and left
me alone for a very long time. When they
came back I was forced to put all of their
new purchases in my trunk, which was
stuffed to overflowing. Dad had to sit on me
to close the trunk up properly. Ouch, that
hurt. Mom and Dad put 25,000 K on me. I
have indeed earned my fall and winter rest,
for I am sure next cruising
season will be just as, or
more, hectic as this one.
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Passion Growing
by Mike and Cathy Fedorowich
Looking for the next adventure in life after trying snowmobiling and motorcycle
iding, we decided it was time to try a sports car. Much research went into finding
the best overall one for comfort, reliability and handling and so we chose a Mazda
Miata. The 2013 with automatic transmission and power retractable hardtop was
the one! Automatic mainly because my wife would be able to drive it, too! Shortly
thereafter, we heard about the "Miatas of Muskoka" Car Club and thought we
should give it a try and see what that was all about. Much to our surprise, we
learned that joining a club can be a lot of fun
and it only enhanced the joy of owning the
Miata.
Now that we were hooked on being together
with the Club and the fun of owning the car,
our passion began to grow. All of the Miatas,
no matter what the year, are great, but we
were still missing out on knowing what it felt
like to drive a manual transmission car, and
so the search began. While visiting with our
family in Niagara, we went on the computer
to search out what the local area might have
for sale and boy did we find a nice one! It was a beautiful 2002 Sunburst Yellow
Special Edition in pristine condition, with low mileage. It had to come home with
us … and so it did! The 2002 did not disappoint. We now have two Miatas, one
with manual transmission and the other automatic. It's hard to choose which one
to drive because we love them both. As for the Miatas
of Muskoka Car Club, well it just keeps on getting
better too! Who knew what was waiting in life to do.
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Miatas of Muskoka
“Wintertime Selfie Challenge”
We now live in an era when everyone takes
“selfies”, mostly of themselves in front of
important landmarks. The “WINTERTIME
SELFIE CHALLENGE” encourages you to
wear an identifiable “Miatas of Muskoka”
logo item (hat, shirt, name tag) as you take a
selfie on your fall, winter, early spring
vacation. Send them to Doug and he will
add the images and a line or two about
where you went on your vacation in the
April edition of the newsletter!
The slogan that appears on our website
“Join us because of the car, you’ll stay
because of your friends”, is certainly true!
It’s always nice to learn about some of the
additional leisure time activities our
members have done during the year. As a
group of friends, it’s interesting to find out
about the multitude of activities and events
in which we all participate!

An Example:
Doug and Sheila wore their Miatas of
Muskoka shirts when they visited the
medieval town of Cesny Krumlov, in
Czech Republic. They were on a river
cruise from Amsterdam to Budapest.

Miata Speed Limit
An OPP Police Officer, on duty on one of
beloved Muskoka back roads near Port
Carling, sees a lovely MX5 Miata puttering
along at 25 KPH on the highway. “This
driver is just as dangerous as a speeder”,
he thinks, so he pulls the driver over. He
notices that there are two occupants, both
rather old ladies, in the front seats. The
passenger, however, is as white as a ghost.
The driver, obviously confused, says to
him, "Officer, I don't understand, I wasn’t
speeding”.
"Ma'am," the officer replies, "You weren't
speeding, but you should know that driving
slower than the speed limit can also be a
danger to other drivers."
"Slower than the speed limit?” “No sir, I was
doing the speed limit, exactly twenty-five

kilometers an hour!", the old woman says a
bit proudly.
The Police Officer explains to her that 25 is
the highway number, not the speed limit.
A bit embarrassed, the woman grins and
thanks the officer for pointing out her
error.
"But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have a
question to ask. “Is your passenger OK”?
“She seems to be awfully
shaken, and she
hasn’t made a
peep this whole
time”.
“Oh, she’ll be
all right in a
minute, officer.
We just got off Highway 169.”
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Blast from the past. . . .

MAZDA'S SECRET WEAPON - THE ICE RACER
I was surfing the web and found this
interesting article from some time
back. The picture shows an NA so it is
obviously about 20 years old. Almost
looks like a toy car, doesn’t it..

Ice racing is a big deal in Canada, and usually
dominated by the likes of Lada's factory team. In a fit
of motorsport enthusiasm, Mazda decided to take
control of the series, and constructed the Ice Racer.
The car almost didn't make it. Some higher
executives in the factory thought the time and effort
should be spent on other things, like figuring out
how to formulate more shades of blue for the
"regular" Miatas. Thankfully, the enthusiasts
prevailed and the Ice Racer was born. Originally
slated to be limited to 50 cars, one extra was added
for Richard Dekker of Edmonton.
It's a limited homogolation special equipped with a
turbocharged V6, full time 4 wheel drive, and
radically adjustable suspension. Only 51 were made,
and they all share the Safety Orange paint job for
easy retrieval from snowbanks. There is no top,
giving the Miata Ice Racer a guaranteed victory in the
little contested Roadster category.

The engine is modified to deal with ice racing's
peculiar demands. Thanks to the sub-freezing
temperatures in the sport, Mazda was able to do
away with the radiator and oil cooler, lightening the
car by 52.1 kilograms. The engine is also fitted with a
warm air induction system to help deal with the cold.
A turbocharger is fitted to help heat the intake air - it
runs at very low boost because of the density of air at
the usual cold temperatures. Hotter cams round out
the package, and give 268 horsepower in -20 degrees
Celsius. Due to these modifications, however, the
engine overheats whenever the temperature rises
above freezing. Because of this, dry-pavement testing
session has never been possible.
The suspension has a full 9 inches of adjustability.
On a smooth, well prepared track, the car is run in
the lowest position to lessen drag and take advantage
of ground effects. This is the ice racing equivalent of
a superspeedway. On a "natural" track, however, the
car is run at its highest
setting to avoid
snowdrifts and other
course debris such as
ice fishermen. The tires
are heavily studded
with half inch bolts. The
tranmission is a 5
speed, driving a full
time 4 wheel drive
through three Torsen
differentials.
Thanks to this all out effort, Mazda has been able to
wrest the ice racing crown from the Lada team,
winning the championships at the 1995 Ice Racing
Break-Ups.
Performance is stunning, to say the least. 0-100 kmh
in 6.3 seconds on glare ice! If you ever get a chance
to experience one of
these creatures, do not
pass up the opportunity.
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Mazda Motorsports Thunderhill 25 Hour Preview
Mazda Dealers Return To Annual Endurance Challenge

IRVINE, Calif. (November 30, 2016) – While it would
be easy to assume that anyone in the car business is
a car enthusiast, it’s not necessarily true. But at
Mazda, even the company’s dealer partners live the
“Driving Matters” lifestyle, with many of them
participating in both amateur and professional
racing activities in their spare time. For the fourth
time in four years, Mazda Senior Vice President
Robert Davis will be orchestrating Mazda’s multi-car
Mazda MX-5 Cup effort in the longest endurance
race in North America, at this weekend’s 25 Hours of
Thunderhill, presented by Hawk Performance, in
Willows, Calif. In true Mazda fashion, the company
will participate with Mazda dealers at the wheel, and
Mazda employees volunteering their weekend to crew
the cars.
Robert Davis, senior vice president, Mazda North
American Operations (MNAO), said, “No one visits
Thunderhill in December for the weather. This race

NOVEMBER 30, 2016

separates the racers from the posers. It is 25 hours
of decision making behind the wheel and behind pit
wall. We started this four years ago as a fun factory
guy versus dealer challenge, and now it has evolved
into an amazing team effort with some of our greatest
ambassadors, testing our latest production-based
racecars, with Mazda employees behind the pit wall.
We’re pleased to have Scott Clark, the COO from
Michelin, joining us this year, further supporting the
long and deep Mazda Michelin/BFGoodrich
Tires relationship. The goal this weekend is to go
fast, have fun, and not freeze to death.”
Since this time last year, Mazda Motorsports and
Long Road Racing have built and sold over 120 of the
newest-generation 2016 Global MX-5 Cup cars. The
Thunderhill team will consist of three Mazda MX-5
Cup racecars, the exact cars that debuted at
Thunderhill last year.
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Thunderhill continued …..
About MX-5 Cup
The MX-5 Cup race cars start as complete MX-5 road
cars from the Mazda Hiroshima, Japan factory before
being transported to engineering development
partner Long Road Racing in Statesville, North
Carolina where they are produced into a race car.
The process includes disassembly of the production
car, welding and paint of a full roll cage and interior,
and assembly of the race car, adding more than 250

motorsports-specific parts. Other components of the
car, including the Mazda SKYACTIV 2.0 liter engine
are sealed to ensure even competition and a costeffective platform.The Battery Tender Global Mazda
MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires is the
signature spec series for the Mazda Road to 24
(#MRT24), the sports car counterpart to the Mazda
Road to Indy (#MRTI). On both paths, Mazdapowered champions earn a Mazda scholarship to
advance their career. The MX-5 Cup champion earns
a $200,000 scholarship.

My Miata Car Keys
They weren't in my pockets. Suddenly I
realized I must have left them in the car.
Frantically, I headed for the parking lot. My
husband has scolded me many times for
leaving my keys in the car's ignition. He's
afraid that my precious Miata could be
stolen. As I looked around the
parking lot, I realized he was
right. There was not one
Miata in the parking lot! I
immediately called the police.
I gave them my location,
confessed that I had left my
keys in the car, and that my
MX5 had been stolen. Then I
made the most difficult call of
all to my husband. I cried out
“I left my keys in the Miata
and it's been stolen!”
There was a moment of
silence. I thought the call had
been disconnected, but then I

heard his voice."Are you kidding me?" he
barked, "I dropped you off!" Now it was my
turn to be silent. Embarrassed, I said, "Well,
come and get me." He retorted, "I will, as
soon as I convince this cop that I didn't
steal your damn car!"
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Electric Mazda MX-5 Miata Boasts
29 kWh Lithium-Ion Battery, 120-Mile Range
Reprinted from
28 Oct 2016, ·

by Mircea Panait
Somewhere in the westernmost part of the United
States of America, a man took to Craiglist to sell his
pride and joy. But compared to every other Mazda
MX-5 Miata out there (including the Flyin’ Miata V8),
this first-generation model is purely electric.
Truth be told, the asking price of $9,950 is nowhere
near the market price of a first-generation MX-5
Miata. But converting a two-seat roadster to run on
electricity is no small feat, nor a cheap thrill. As you
can see in the ad’s photos, the most conspicuous
thing about the black-painted sports car comes in
the form of two black-painted roll bars nested right
behind the headrests.
What do we have
under the hood,
then? Other than
an aftermarket
JVC audio
system with a
detachable face,
there’s a boxshaped display
tacked on the
dashboard, just
above the air con.
If you pop the hood, this car’s nature becomes crystal
clear after you notice the battery arrangement, wires,
and a sticker that reads “Danger.” Speaking of which,
the owner tells that the total capacity of the LiFePo4
batteries stands at 28.8 kWh. That appears to be

enough for a maximum range of 120 miles (193
kilometers) on a charge.
To put that range into perspective, the 2016 Ford
Focus Electric struggles to cover 76 miles (122
kilometers) on each charge. I’m not a fan of Captain
Obvious, but that’s a woeful range for an EV that
prides itself on the Ford Motor Company’s know-how
in the automotive biz. If I may refocus back on this
story’s subject, the owner also tells that the 75 mph
(120 km/h) top speed is good enough for the car “to
keep up with highway traffic.”
This conversion also strikes a chord with those who
wish that Mazda would step up its eco-friendly game
with hybrids, plug-in hybrids, and electric vehicles.
And no, I am not referring to the micro-hybrid system
known as i-Eloop. But as hardly believable as it
sounds, Mazda actually makes a hybrid.
As long as you live in Japan and driving on the lefthand side of the road doesn’t confuse you, the Mazda
Axela Hybrid (a.k.a. Mazda3 Hybrid) marries the
suck-squeeze-bang-blow of a 2.0-liter gasoline engine
with a 27 kW
electric motor, a
continuously
variable
transmission,
and a battery
pack borrowed
from the thirdgeneration Toyota
Prius. On that
note, it should be
noted that Mazda
and Toyota officially teamed up in 2015 to “make
cars better.” One of those
cars is the Mazda2 sedanbased 2017 Toyota Yaris iA.
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Two Sweet Mazda MX-5 Concepts
Coming To Tokyo Auto Salon
Reprinted Dec 20, 2016 from
by Martin Bigg
The Mazda MX-5 receives a sporty makeover with the
Custom RF, while the Classic Red harks back to the
original Miata.
The much-anticipated Detroit Auto Show isn’t the
only event on gearheads' calendars in January.
Japan will be hosting its annual Tokyo Auto Salon at
the Makuhari Messe next month where a number of
modified and tuned cars will be on display. Ahead of
the event, Mazda has revealed two modified versions
of its popular MX-5 roadster which will debut at the
show. First up is the RF Custom Style based on the
new restyled fastback model, which has a 2-liter
Skyactiv engine producing 155 horsepower and 150
lb-ft of torque.

The modified MX5 has had a few
style changes,
including a lowslung front
splitter and
blacked-out
front, rear and
side skirts that
make it appear
more aggressive.
The interior has also been fitted with an aluminum
pedal set and the trim has been coated with
Alcantara on the door panels and center console.
Suspension is now height adjustable, while a strut
tower brace will offer more rigidity along with a

thicker sway bar. Completing the package is a new
sports muffler for the exhaust. The second MX-5 to
debut at the show will be what Mazda is dubbing the
‘Classic Red.'
As much as we
would could try
to make the
Classic Red
sound more
exciting, it is
precisely what it
says on the tin:
a red Mazda
MX-5 soft top.
The Classic Red
will appeal to
long-time fans
of the Miata,
however,
because it’s
based on the
original 1990
model, sporting
the same solid

shade of red that was
available from the
manufacturer in one
of three color choices
at the time. Other
than the retro paint
job, the Classic Red
remains a standard
MX-5. The Classic
Red is likely to be a one-off special
edition, but Mazda hasn’t detailed
plans to bring it or the Custom RF to
the US. Would you like to see them
make it stateside?
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Winter Is the Perfect Season
for a Mazda MX-5, apparently
Reprinted from

16 December, 2016·
by Mircea Panait

The Brits, in their own way, are proper
gearheads. That trifling piece of rock
located on the Eastern side of the
Atlantic is the country from where men
driving convertibles in the pouring rain
originate. Now, however, Mazda suggests
that driving a ragtop in the snow is the
next big thing for the British sports car
enthusiast.

the SE-L Nav (£20,195), the MX-5 Arctic is available
in only one engine-tranny combo: 1.5-liter SkyActivG, 6-speed manual.
Pardon me, but wasn’t the second-generation MX5 in Arctic attire available with both the entry-level
1.6 and the bigger 1.8? Offering a special edition
MX-5 exclusively with the least powerful mill is, from
my point of view, rather odd. The £800 on top of the
SE-L Nav also buys you 16-inch silver-painted alloy
wheels, a silver windscreen surround (Audi
A5 much?), and silver headrest hoops. Once you hop
inside the driver's seat, the silver theme is carried on
by a pair of cup holder rings (made of plastic) and
scuff plates.
Beyond what comes as standard on any other SE-L
Nav-specification car, the MX-5 Arctic adds heated
leather seats, automatic headlights, rain-sensing
wipers, as well as rear parking sensors, all from the
get-go. It’s not much, but then again, that doesn’t
really matter in a car as magnificent as the MX-5.
What does matter, however,
is the way it drives and the
way it makes the driver
chuckle each and every time
he turns the steering wheel. At
that, the 2017 Mazda MX-5
gets a welldeserved thumbs
up, even in Arctic
flavor.

Ergo, cue the MX-5 Arctic. “The what?” The 2017
Mazda MX-5 Arctic, a special edition named
after very cold weather conditions. Am I missing the
point here or is that the most bonkers thing to do?
So anyway, the MX-5 Arctic. Just 400 units will be
made in right-hand drive, at £20,995 a pop. To put
that price into comparison, the most basic of MX-5s
starts from £18,495.
The question is, what does £20,995 buy you?
I’m afraid that’s a yes, it goes on “free-of-charge Blue
Reflex Metallic paint and contrasting bright silver
design cues.” Don’t you love it how car
manufacturers arbitrarily limit the availability of a
paint finish, then call it a special edition? Based on
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Mazda MX-5 Miata and Porsche 718
Boxster / Cayman
Reprinted from:

NOV 2016
BY JOSEPH CAPPARELLA
MULTIPLE PHOTOGRAPHERS

Words like “thermos,” “aspirin,” and “escalator,” once
registered trademarks, became so universal that
they’re now legally generic terms, which is why we
don’t keep our coffee hot in “vacuum flasks,” take
“acetylsalicylic acid” to relieve headaches, or ride up
“moving staircases” at the mall. Not great for
Thermos LLC, Bayer AG, or the Otis Elevator
Company, but perfectly convenient for the rest of us.
Mazda built the millionth Miata in 2016, cementing
its standing as the best-selling roadster of all time. It

exemplifies the roadster ideal so perfectly and
singularly that it’s easy to imagine the word “Miata”
becoming Xerox for roadsters or fun. Just in case,
Mazda already holds a trademark for the word
“Roadster,” as that’s what the MX-5 Miata is called in
its Japanese home market. Of course, there’s little
need these days for a generic term for a small and
sporty convertible two-seater, since there aren’t
many left. Mazda’s only direct competitor is a new
entry from Fiat, but the 124 Spider is a re-engined
and retuned MX-5 built by Mazda. With its own
sheetmetal and a Fiat engine, the “Miat” left most

editors at 10Best scratching their heads and
wondering why you wouldn’t just choose the original.
Even in this vacuum, bereft of competition, the
fourth-generation Miata is better than ever. While
many cars—including several of this year’s 10Best
winners—use modular platforms shared across many
different models, Mazda continues to engineer a reardrive chassis specifically for the Miata. And what a
chassis it is. The Miata’s balance, poise, and
eagerness are simply unmatched by anything that
doesn’t cost twice as much or more. For a small
company whose full U.S. product line is otherwise
front-drive based, this is an entirely irrational
devotion to principle, one whose greatest benefits
accrue to the Miata’s enthusiastic buyers.
The current Miata’s footprint is remarkably similar to
that of the original, and, despite the addition of
modern safety equipment and infotainment
technology, today’s car weighs only around 100
pounds more than a 1990 Miata.
Even in the more stiffly damped
Club version, Mazda tunes the
chassis to allow for a fair
amount of body roll, which
enhances the sensation of load
transfer and helps the car
communicate its body motions
and inertia to the driver. The
shifter and clutch operate with
impeccable fluidity and
precision, and the electrically
assisted steering rack, while
perhaps not as lively as the
previous car’s hydraulic setup, is
perfectly weighted and linear in
its responses.

“SUCH JOYOUS LITTLE CARS,
EXCITING AND REWARDING
AND BEAUTIFULLY REALIZED. THE MIATA, EVEN
THE NEW RF, IS PRETTY NOISY INSIDE, BUT IF
YOU CARE, YOU’RE LOOKING AT THE WRONG
CAR.” —MIKE SUTTON, SENIOR ONLINE EDITOR
The Miata’s engine is its biggest concession to
economies of scale; it’s similar to the Skyactiv fourcylinder in the Mazda 3, although oriented
longitudinally. It sings a pleasant song and revs
freely to its 6800-rpm redline, and while 155
horsepower won’t impress Ford Mustang and Chevy
Camaro owners, it’s enough to get the MX-5 to 60
mph in under six seconds.
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Mazda MX-5 Miata and Porsche 718
Boxster / Cayman . . . .
“The Miata RF makes an arresting visual
statement—like a budget cayman—without
affecting driving one bit. ” —Jeff Sabatini,
features editor

Really the only way to achieve similar levels of driving pleasure is to look beyond the $50,000 barrier.
There, you’ll find the Porsche Boxster/Cayman—or
the 718, as they’re called as of this year. The 718
distils a similarly pure spirit, particularly in roadster
form, even as Porsche has stripped out its glorious
flat-six engines in favour of turbocharged flat-fours.
The Porsche costs more than twice as much as the
Miata to start, a price that can be justified by its
greater levels of performance and luxury. (And also
because of its badge, if that sort of thing matters to
you.) But Porsche’s vicissitudinary pricing has
caused recent Boxsters we’ve tested to approach six
figures, far out of reach for many driving enthusiasts. The Miata, which began life as a reliable counterpart to cheap British sports cars, has now become
a budget alternative to the “entry level” Porsche.

Evidence that Mazda is aware of this comes in a new
Miata hardtop variant for 2017. Calling it the Miata
Targa would have been an ideal descriptor, as its
retractable roof operates almost identically to the
newest Porsche 911 Targa’s. But Porsche owns the
Targa word in every sense, including legally and historically. Mazda adopted the acronym RF, meaning
“Retractable Fastback.” The top’s dance is mesmerizing, and a crisp animated display in the RF’s gauge
cluster mirrors the movement in real time, lest the
driver feel left out of the visual drama.
While it’s not a roadster, this new variant is in every
way a Miata. It shares its mechanicals with the droptop, just as the Porsche 718 Cayman coupe is a near
twin of the 718 Boxster. The RF only weighs about
100 pounds more than the standard MX-5, and any
dynamic differences between the two are insignificant. The RF’s greatest asset is, well, its ass. The
gently sloping roofline, the flying buttresses, and the
rounded hips are nearly as gorgeous as the Cayman’s lines and are far nicer to gaze upon than the
bubble-top of the previous-generation Miata’s retractable hardtop.
No matter the shape, the greatness of the Miata represents a continuing dedication to the sports-car ideal. That’s a rare thing these days. Mazda, along with
Porsche, somehow makes a business case for building pleasurable, desirable, and soulful vehicles, the
Miata suffering not at all for
its lack of competition. Both
of these nameplates are winners, and both exist in a
world of their own. It’s a world
we’re glad to live in.

Miata Coupe Concept
Miata to the Max: Mazda Miata Shooting
Brake Rendered _ News ? Car and Driver |
Miata is talking about a coupe that looks like they
tacked the rear of a Mazda 3 sport onto the back of a
Miata. resulting in a very BMW Z3 shooting brake
appearance. I think the Solstice did it better. Not
horrible, though.
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Battery Storage,
Fact or Fiction?

tremendous technological improvements have been
made in the seals around the posts and the vent
systems, which have virtually eliminated electrolyte
seepage and migration.

So, is this an urban legend or something to watch
out for? The answer is a bit of both.

Battery Discharging

From an article on the subject
at http://www.thebatteryterminal.com/TechTalk_
Batteries_on_Concrete.htm by Gale Kimbrough
and Interstate Batteries.
Well, is it true? Will a modern battery be damaged or
discharged by letting it sit on concrete? NO!
Why then do so many people believe that concrete is
a battery enemy? Years ago, batteries could have
been electrically discharged by sitting on a concrete
floor. My dad, for instance, owned an automotive
shop for many years. In fact, I grew up on a creeper.
My dad reminded me time after time, "Set that
battery on wood! I know batteries discharge on
concrete because I've witnessed it!" And he was right
at that time.

The fact is, all batteries self-discharge whether
they're sitting on the shelf or on concrete. This is why
we regularly rotate your inventory. As the
temperature increases, a battery's self-discharge level
also increases. Some lead acid batteries discharge
4% - 8% per month at a temperature of 80°F. The
level of self-discharge is also contingent upon the
type of lead plate alloy plus the age and cleanliness
of the battery.
If the battery has a surface layer of acid or grime,
which is electrically conductive, it self-discharges
more rapidly. This surface layer may actually allow
you to measure the DC voltage across the battery's
poly case (using a 10 mega-ohm digital voltmeter).
For that reason, we recommend that you always keep
batteries clean, whether they're in storage or in a
vehicle.

Historical Basis
You see, the myth that concrete drains batteries does
have some historical basis. Many, many years ago,
wooden battery cases encased a glass jar with the
battery inside. Any moisture on the floor could cause
the wood to swell and possibly fracture the glass,
causing it to leak. Later came the introduction of the
hard rubber cases, which were somewhat porous and
had a high-carbon content. An electrical current
could be conducted through this container if the
moist concrete floor permitted the current to find an
electrical ground. The wise advice of the old days to
"keep batteries off concrete" has been passed down to
us today, but it no longer applies because of the
advanced technology of today's batteries.

Today's Technology
For more than a decade, automotive and commercial
battery containers have been made of polypropylene,
which is a highly insulative material. In fact,
the Interstate Batteries poly material is at least five
times more insulative than the old hard rubber. Also,

Leather Care for Classic Cars
How to keep your leather seats from fading
or cracking, repairing old or damaged
leather, and proper leather seat care
instructions to ensure they always look their
best.
Written by Rick Lindsay — 2006-04-02
"What is the purpose of the leather/vinyl treatment?"
In your case, the purpose may well be to preserve the
object just as it is. For others, the purpose might be
to rejuvenate the leather to be more supple. For that,
the products needed might be quite different.
Here is a process and goal when refinishing
automotive leather. It is simple:

Clean, Feed, Finish
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3. Strip the old lacquer off of the leather
with small amounts of lacquer thinner.
This is a violent process so you see the
need to feed the distressed leather first.
Use lots of paper towels to wipe away
all traces of lacquer as this stuff is the
seal that has prevented you from
feeding the leather all along. Allow to
dry for a day (or a few hours). Reexamine the leather for traces of the
old lacquer. They will be obvious once
the leather is dry. Spot clean, as
needed, and allow to dry again. At this
stage, the leather is 'open' and easily
damaged as the lacquer thinner has
stripped away some of the oils from the
surface of the leather, especially from
where the lacquer was still
impermeable. Handle with care
avoiding excessive flexing.

Cleaning and maintaining your classic car's
original leather seats and upholstery,even if
it's not in perfect condition, is a point of
pride for many owners.

Leather Cleaning:
1. Carefully clean the surface of the
leather without flexing it too much. Old
leather is dry and cracks easily. This is
because the natural oils and fats have
evaporated from the leather fibres.
(Okay, at least the volatile components
of the natural oils and fats have
evaporated.) When the fibres break,
cracks form -- then tears. Also,
Connolley leather is not vat-dyed.
Rather, it is 'painted' with lacquer. That
is why the leather in (older) British cars
feels hard, shines and shows surface
mars so easily. The surface is all that
you see and all that you can get to. The
inside of the leather is unreachable! It
is sealed by the lacquer and never gets
any of the treatments that we lavish
upon it.

Leather Feeding:

2. Saturate the leather with a highcollagen leather treatment to rehydrate
and strengthen the fibres. This does
not get to the inner fibres (for the
reason described above) but it DOES
get into the fibres in the cracks where
the leather is already damaged. The
goal here is to minimize the potential
for damage while further treating the
leather. I use Leatherique's
Rejouvinator Oil. (No commercial
interest in the product or company.)
Avoid, like the plague, any treatment
containing silicones.
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4. Saturate the leather with Rejuvenator
Oil. If the weather is hot, it also helps
to cover the applied area with plastic
wrap to keep the fats from evaporating
too quickly (allowing more to be
absorbed into the leather fibres). I do
this process multiple times over two or
three days. You will notice with even
after the first application that the
leather is MUCH softer. That is because
the fibres are flexing easily and not
breaking! Continue this process until
you are satisfied that the leather has
absorbed all the fats that it can absorb.
I just can't put into print how much of
an change this makes in the leather.
Old boots versus new driving gloves
perhaps?

Maintenance Tips and Trivia
5. Clean the surface of the leather with a
very light washing with soap and water.
The goal here is to remove any fats that
are on the surface, not to clean the
leather. This is the 'prep' stage to
refinishing.

for a day or two. Please don't rush this
step. The finish has to cure.
8. At this point, the surface is pretty
much resealed making it really
important that you took all that time to
get the underlying leather in top shape
before finishing. How long did the
original finish last? Quite a while. With
'healthy' leather underneath, this finish
will last a long time also -- and look
great.

Leather Finishing:
6. In any project, it is hard to cover dark
colors with light colors but it can be
done. It just takes more time and more
coats. The leather will be 'funky'
looking now as it has no finish on it
but does have lots of staining from bits
of the original lacquer soaking into the
leather. Do not despair.
7. I use Leatherique's dye to finish the
leather. It is NOT a dye but rather a
surface finish not unlike what
Connolley used -- except that this new
product is water based. It smells like
latex paint and I would be surprised if
it didn't have a latex base. It can be
brushed on, rubbed on or sprayed. I
always spray it. It is NOT like anything
painters are used to as it is water
based and dries VERY slowly compared
to solvent based paint. If you put it on
like regular paint it will all run to the
bottom like Windex on a window. The
first few coats need to be applied just
as a mist or a dusting and allowed to
dry for some time. Subsequent coats
adhere better as some of the moisture
in the finish is absorbed into the
underlying finish. Again, very thin
coats are needed. I typically will use
10-15 coats with the final coat just
thick (wet) enough for an even surface
appearance. Allow the final job to dry

I also have used the Rejuvenator Oil on my BMW
M3 but as the seats are black, redying has not
been needed. This is also my daily driver and the
goal has not been to make 'new looking' seats, just
soft seats that are not being damaged by daily use.
Anyone wanting to see some of these pictures, email me privately.
Again, I have no interest in Leatherique but I do
use their products exclusively now. I hope these
comments, however long, have helped some of you.
Best regards, Rick
[Ed Note: LEXOL is also a highly recommended
product, and can be found at many horse & rider
supply stores.]
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Edelbrock Mazda MX-5 Miata E-Force Supercharger
Kit Fits Under the Stock Hood
Reprinted from

2 Nov 2016·
by Mircea Panait
When Mazda introduced the fourth-generation MX-5
Miata, most of us wondered how could the Japanese
automaker give the ND less horsepower than
the preceding NC. The
difference is not that big,
though, more so if you take
weight into consideration.
Hence, the MX-5 ND is that
little bit quicker than its
forerunner.
But be that as it may, tuning
shops such as Flyin’ Miata
wouldn’t buy into that Jinba
Ittai nonsense you hear
Mazda talking about every
single time the MX-5 comes
into focus. In this regard, the
company took matters into its own hands by
swapping the 155 hp 2.0-liter SkyActiv-G with a 6.2liter LS3 V8 engine with 525 horsepower and 489
pound-feet on tap. As much as dig the Flyin’ Miata
ND V8, $75,745 is a bit too much for an obscenely
badass MX-5.
And so, we turn our attention the 2016 SEMA
Show. More to the point, to booth 22643, the place
where the Edelbrock Mazda MX-5 E-Force
Supercharger made its debut. HP and lb-ft gains
have yet to be announced by aftermarket parts
manufacturer, but do not forget that Edelbrock also
offers a supercharging kit for the 2.0-liter boxer in
the Scion FR-S / Toyota 86 / Subaru BR-Z. In the
latter application, you’re looking at 242 hp and 186
lb-ft at the rear wheels, representing a gain of 77 hp
and 57 lb-ft over stock.

inline-4 in the MX-5 Miata displaces 2.0 liters and
sends power to the rear wheels via a driveshaft and a
rear differential. In other words, prospective
customers should expect a substantial gain to the
detriment of mpg. On the upside, a 5-ish mpg loss is
totally worth it. As per Edelbrock, the blower
is “engineered exclusively for the 2.0L SkyActiv-G I4
engine” in the 2016 and 2017 Mazda MX-5 Miata,
featuring a “compact design with a short, less
restrictive intake path for improved air flow.” It
also “fits under the stock hood,” which is a big plus.
Beyond the plug-and-play appeal of this
supercharging kit, the
package is supplied with
hoses for ease of
installation. At the heart of
the supercharger, there’s an
Eaton Gen VI 900 TVS rotor
assembly. 50-state
emissions legal and covered
by a 3-year/36,000-mile
powertrain warranty,
Edelbrock’s MazdaMX-5 EForce Supercharger Kit
includes an integrated
water-air intercooler, a selfcontained oil system with a
service interval of 100,000 miles. Last, but not least,
the package also
includes a preinstalled
EcuTek ECU kit.
The price for all this
additional get-upand-go? $5,699.95,
thank you! Expect
the MX-5

Albeit different in nature from the Toyobaru, the
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supercharger kit from
Edelbrock to be listed
on the company’s
website by the end of
November. Keep your
eyes peeled for part
#1554.

