hat a great cruising
season we have had this
year! For the past couple
of years, we have been
dealing with all of the
uncertainty around social
mixing and the constant
worry of exposing
ourselves and others to
the coronavirus. For the
first time in three seasons
we have been able to enjoy
restaurant outings and
overnight excursions.
What a relief! Of course,
we must continue to be vigilant and
cautious, but it would appear that the worst
of it is now behind us.
Since the July newsletter, our club has been
on several cruises and ICR’s and they are
reported upon in this edition. A few more
activities are “in the works” for the fall
season and reports about them will of
course be in the season “wrap-up” edition.
The Fall Colours Boat and Car Cruise, the
trip to King’s Wharf Theatre and the YearEnd Dinner will hopefully be well-attended
and enjoyed by everyone.
I remain impressed by the number of
people who respond quickly to cruise
directors’ request for feedback from
members. It seemed like there were several
cruises in the planning stages in late

August and early September,
reinforcing the need to have a good,
up-to-date “planning calendar”
close by!
It was great to see Gail
Lander at the luncheon in
Washago recently. She has
been making steady progress
during her rehabilitation process,
with abundant help from
therapists and Cal. In spite of his
increased family responsibilities,
Cal has made time to assist with
the publication of this
newsletter. I’m extremely
grateful for the awesome
graphic design skills that Cal
so willingly shares!

We are very thankful as
a group to be able to
have such good friends
that are willing to give
our organization a helping hand. We strongly
urge the membership to
give your business to
these good folks. They
have been a great ongoing support to us
throughout the years.

Aaron Oliveira, General Manager of Jack's Auto in Huntsville welcomes any Miatas of
Muskoka member to his shop offering a 15% discount off all
labour as well as offering a "bring your own parts" service.
That's right you can source your own Miata parts from specialty
vendors and if desired have them installed at Jack's. Jack's Auto Repair was rated one of the three best repair shops in Huntsville.
Please show your support to our most northern Sponsor.

Jack's Auto Repair
17 Bickley Country Dr,
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Hello all,
We have enjoyed meeting members of MoM at a couple of events this
year. For us, MoM began at the Antique and Classic Boat Show in
Gravenhurst. There I met Rick Beutler and Brian Atkinson, who were
also volunteering. Thanks to Rick and Brian for telling me about
MoM.
My wife and I are retired, relatively recently. We moved full time from
our house in Windsor to our Lake Couchiching cottage just south of
Casino Rama in May of this year. Mae formerly worked as a librarian.
I was a seat belt engineering manager. My family has had a cottage
on our bay since 1947. We bought our current property in 1999. It’s
a few doors away from my mother’s place.
I bought my first Miata in 1995. It was a 1991 British racing green
SE. I ran it up to 316,500 km commuting year-round to suburban
Detroit from Windsor. Mae eventually tired of rescuing me when it
broke, and I bought a 1999 10AE. As it aged, the 10AE became the
most unreliable modern car that I have ever owned, but I loved it. I
sold the 10AE with 275,000 km and replaced it with a 2002 Sunburst
Yellow. The 2002 was a short-term car. I bought it with 120,000 km
and sold it with 250,000 km before any sort of trouble started. We
now have a 2007 silver GT with 248,000 km on it. I will now try to get
through Orillia winters with it. I like Miatas.

I have always been interested in cars and was foolish
enough to purchase a Lotus Elan Plus 2 in 1984. At the
time I was living in Toronto, the Lotus was my only car, and I took the bus a lot. I still own
my Lotus and it’s been reasonable reliable – after being almost entirely rebuilt. Finding a
good old car mechanic in the Orillia area is on my to do list.
Despite belonging to the antique boat gang, we don’t own an old boat. I share the
ownership of a J-Craft water ski boat with my 2 brothers, and I have yellow Allison boat for
going fast. Mae insists that I don’t need another boat, so we don’t have a wooden boat.
Since my childhood, boating and waterskiing provided many happy hours on the lake.
Swimming is another life-long activity and I hope to qualify as a lifeguard. I start classes
later this year. Currently I swim at the Orillia pool at 6:30 in the morning and get to chat
with the other old guys before we start.

Mae is still struggling to find meaningful activities beyond meal preparation to fill her time.
After engaging in “Swedish death cleaning” prior to our move from Windsor, she is reluctant
to take on new hobbies that lead to the acquisition of stuff. In the fall I will try to find
something to replace my Windsor volunteer work at Habitat for Humanity.
We look forward to eating ice cream and driving with the club.

Phil Holdsworth and his
daughter-in-law, Selina
Holdsworth, have done a lot of
work planning for the upcoming
“Fall Colours” Cruise. Seeing the
fall colours from a top-down
Miata is always special … but
from the deck of a cruise ship
should be even more spectacular!
Lunch at Turtle Jack’s and a
cruise on Lake Rosseau on the
Peerless 2 … what a great way to
celebrate
the fall
season and
see the
colours!

(following the production of “The Wizard of Oz”)

Lynda Gigg has made a group booking for forty people (although the
number can be increased if given enough warning) at a very popular
restaurant in Midland for the late afternoon and evening of Nov.
19th. “The Boathouse”, located on the waterfront, is an ideal
location for a year-end gathering of the club. Watch for an
announcement from Lynda!

The “Wizard of Oz” at King’s Wharf Theatre
Saturday, November 19, 2022
It has been a few months since the AGM when the announcement about our block booking
for the “Wizard of Oz” was first made, but the date has appeared in several reminders via
Bob’s “Calendar of Events” and in the newsletter. Hopefully, all members have circled the
date on their calendar and are looking forward to the two events planned for the day: the
theatre in the afternoon and the Year End dinner party in the late afternoon/evening.
The show is described in the KWT brochure as follows:

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the theatre this season, because one of the greatest tales ever
told is touching down … with a brand-new twist!
You know the story, but you’ve never seen it like this! With its winning combination of incredible
music, lively dancing, outrageous costumes, audience participation, and of course, a dash of theatrical magic, this fractured fairy tale brims with humour, heart, and adventure. Join Dorothy as
she journeys over the rainbow and makes her way to Oz with the help of some newfound friends.
Just like past hits Sleeping Beauty, Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella, and Snow White, this
entertaining panto adaptation of the famed fable is a must-see holiday spectacle packed with
family fun!

Consult the separate announcement sheet for details
about prices and payment strategies. This excursion to
the theatre in Penetang will be the fifth show we’ve seen
together! Previous shows were: Mamma Mia! in 2016,
Joseph in 2017, Hairspray in 2018 and Beauty and the
Beast in 2019. We were supposed to go to Rock of Ages
in 2020, but Covid19 got in the way! We have only 40
seats reserved for us, so contact Doug ASAP for tickets!

Before the cruise in mid-July,
most folks in the club had
probably observed the appearance
of colourful patterns and designs
on some of the prominent barns in
the rural countryside, without
realizing their significance or
evolution. At the driver’s meeting,
Doug and Sheila passed out
pamphlets to everyone
showing the location of 156 of
these “barn quilts” in Simcoe
County. As we drove on the
Old Barrie Highway, we
learned that the designs are
all unique and
individual.
They are
painted on two
sheets of 4x8
plywood so
that they are
hung on barns
as either a
square or a
diamond.
Property
owners select the designs and colours, often choose themes or
motifs relevant to their property or farm business and name their
‘quilt’. When we turned northwards on Highway 93, we passed
several of the themed quilts such as
Dresden Plate,
Pratt’s Bees and
Irish Fleur, then
passed by more of
them as we drove
beyond Phelpston on
some of the
concession roads
and sideroads of
Springwater
Township. We drove
into the farmyard of

Willow-Wye Farm and parked
under the unique quilt
suspended on the barn at the
farm of Mae Clement. Mae
came to speak to our group,
explaining the process involved
in working with the County
committee, selecting the
colours, getting the family to
assist with painting and
watching the installation. She
then commented on the later
installation of a light, making
this quilt one of the few which
can be viewed at night. Some
folks were fascinated by the
construction of the barn, which
utilized timber and cement in
the foundation. After a group
photo, we went to Heritage Park in Elmvale
where we had our picnic lunch and
competed in a ‘quiz’ to test memories of
quilts we had already viewed. Following
lunch, we continued driving past barn
quilts, arriving at the farm of Stephen and
Nicole Nahuis where we got out of our cars
to listen to comments from the two of them.
Nicole explained the evolution of the quilt
displayed on their barn and the significance
of the pattern and the colours. Stephen gave
a comprehensive outline of the “Site 41”
dispute between the County, who wanted to
construct a garbage pit on the 50 acre site
close to his family farm, and a group of local citizens,
including a deputation of aboriginal women, who
started a protest movement against the landfill plans
and camped at the site to prevent construction. After a
group photo, we drove slowly past the controversial site
and reflected on the need to protect the pristine water of
the Aliston Aquifer. We became so engrossed in the
conversations with the Nahuis family that we stayed an
extra-long time, so made the executive decision to leave
the barn quilts in Tay Township for discovery next
month with the second phase of the barn quilt tour
prior to the corn roast. We simply took County Road 23 directly to Coldwater, where we
stopped for the mandatory ice cream cone! We were to have had15 cars on the trip, but 4
cars had to drop off the roster a day or two before departure, but I’m certain that all who
participated thoroughly enjoyed the relaxed pace of the cruise and the comments from our
“guest speakers”.
Doug and Sheila Jackson

by Michael Topping
Our 10th Anniversary cruise took 12 years!
The timing for our tenth anniversary cruise
was postponed for two years, thanks to Covid19, but we got to enjoy the trip this year.
Starting at Rotary Place in Orillia, the 10-car
caravan meandered its way via the backroads
(of course!) with a brief pit stop in Bala for a
critical Bio break before making our way to
North Granite Ridge Golf Club, our lunch
destination in Port Sydney. Enroute, we came
upon a railway level-crossing and had to wait
for the verrrryyy long train to pass. The golf
course allowed us to park our babies on the
lawn beside the entrance road to the facility.
We strolled up the driveway before entering
the clubhouse for a very enjoyable lunch with
a lovely view of the 18th green.

After lunch, the group made its way down to Tastebuds in Gravenhurst for the MoM
traditional ice cream tasting. Surprisingly this traditional began with the very first cruise
and has been a part of every cruise since. Seniors love their ice cream!!
This cruise was designated as our annual Charity cruise with the Manna Food Bank as the
recipient. The total funds raised by MoM from a combination of the coat raffle at the AGM
and the charity cruise (with MoM again matching the cruise donation total of $445) was
$1,210.00. Thanks, everyone!
Although the route taken for the cruise was varied and full of curves, all of these roads have
been enjoyed before during out 12 years in operation. For those who aren't familiar with our
humble beginnings, I invite you to check out our website
at https://www.miatasofmuskoka.com/club-history for a recap and perhaps explore the
July 2010 issue (our first) of the Newsletter (to download
click) https://www.miatasofmuskoka.com/copy-of-newsletter-archive
Michael Topping, Cruise Director

Since I wrote the summary of the cruise, there has been an official presentation of the
funds raised by our club members to the Manna Food Bank. The cheque presentation was
photographed, and sometime later on was the subject of a newspaper article. The link to the
entire story from Sam Robinson, president of Manna food Bank, is included here:
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10708440-charity-cruise-supportsbracebridge-food-bank/

The first Barn Quilt Tour was held on
Wednesday, July 20th and featured 22 barn
quilts in Springwater Township. The second
phase of the tour concentrated on barn
quilts in Oro-Medonte and Tay Townships,
but was somewhat shorter than the first trip
because the group had been invited to a
corn roast beginning at 3:30 or so on Sunday afternoon. The weather was great, so a
group of 11 cars assembled at Rotary Place
in Orillia and began to meander through

back-country roads,
experiencing more of
the unique folk-art
projects prominently
displayed on 15 country barns. The group
stopped at The Art
Barn and enjoyed looking at many of the art
and craft projects that were on display. The
farm gangway in front of the barn quilt was
a great place for a group photo! Afterwards,
the group of cars made their way to the site
of the corn roast. There, they discovered that
5 more cars had come directly to the Jackson’s and had parked and were busy shucking over five dozen cobs of corn! Doug and
Sheila had earlier put up an 11x11 tent and
had fastened an enormous tarp from their

deck in order to keep either the hot sun
or the pounding rain from interfering
with the festivities … but the weather
was very pleasant for the whole time,
even though the forecast hinted that rain

may have been a possibility. The tiny
trunks of the Miatas opened to reveal a variety of lawnchairs, picnic baskets, and
various beverages. Folks congregated in
ever-changing groups, mixing and mingling
with each other and enjoying some of the
appetizers and ‘nibblies’ that some folks

graciously brought and shared. The fire,
which had been burning all afternoon and
had produced abundant hot coals, became
the centre of attention as the two pots of
water quickly came to a boil. It wasn’t long
until the five dozen cobs joined the salads
on the table under the tent and the late-afternoon dinner began. A little while later,
tubs of Kawartha Dairies ice cream appeared and then a friendly competition between Claude and Rick developed. Who
knew that we had semi-professional ice
cream scoopers in our club?
Many in the club knew that the Jackson’s
were leaving the next day for a trip to Prince
Edward Island and so a whole army of volunteers made short work of the cleanup afterwards. Thanks to all who ‘pitched in’ to
collect, sort, discard, burn, dismantle, wash,
recycle, carry, … and on and on! Your help
was greatly appreciated.
Doug and Sheila, Corn Roast Hosts
Claude and Shelley, Barn Quilt Tour Leaders

August 24-26, 2022
by Bob Macaulay
Our group size for this 3-day/2-night
trip was 9 cars, and 17
people…including 15 MoMers and 2
guests. Our gathering spot for the start
of the cruise was Horseshoe Valley Nordic Centre parking lot – a reasonably
central, convenient spot for most of the
participants. We divided into 2 groups,
with Macaulay’s (Cruise Directors)
leading Group 1 and Gigg’s as sweeps;
Group 2 was led by Mikolainis’s and
swept by Walkers. After a brief drivers’
meeting, we departed together at 9:25
AM, under brilliant sunny skies.
Our morning’s route took us west
across Horseshoe Valley Road and
Hwy. 26 through Stayner, and westward into Grey County via Duntroon
and the hamlet of Rob Roy, eventually heading north through the scenic
Beaver Valley to our morning comfort stop at the John Muir Lookout,
near the hamlet of Epping at the
north end of the valley. A short westerly drive from there took us to
Chatsworth, where we headed north a
short distance to our lunch stop at
the very popular Kettle’s Back Home
Cookin’ roadside restaurant. Despite
our arrival well before noon, the parking lot was already substantially occupied with many vehicles, so we
figured that was a good sign about
the calibre of the food. Even though
they don’t take reservations, they
knew we were coming because of my
call before the trip. Although many
of the tables were already occupied,
staff were able to get us seated after
a very brief wait, at 2 adjacent tables
of 11 and 6 seats, respectively.
Despite how busy the place was…on
a Wednesday! – the service was excellent, the lunch menu choices were numerous, and everyone seemed to
really enjoy their food. So, this is a must stop for future cruises over
that way. For those interested, the website address is
https://kettlesbackhomecookin.com/ .

After lunch, we continued north, skirting the west side of Owen Sound and heading onto
Bruce Peninsula via Hwy. 6 through Wiarton (no sign of Willie…), then diverting northeast
onto C.R. 9 through Colpoys Bay, and northward on a pleasant non-highway country
cruise up to Lion’s Head, where we headed back west to Hwy. 6 at Ferndale, about halfway
up the Bruce Peninsula. We had decided to top up with fuel there (in anticipation of our
ferry trip to the island early the next morning), since Tobermory only has one small gas
station. Thankfully, there were lots of pumps and 3 young guys on hand to help the whole
group get fueled…lots of admiring comments about our multi-coloured group of Miatas.
The last leg of our day’s drive took us north
on Hwy. 6 the rest of the way to Tobermory,
arriving around 3:30 at our night’s accommodations at Grandview Motel…not really fancy,
but clean and “cosy” with a great location
opposite the ferry dock and overlooking the
entrance to Little Tub Harbour. Total distance travelled for the day was about 255
kms. After check-in, a bunch of us gathered
on one of the motel’s outdoor decks for some
socializing, snacks and adult beverages. When
we saw the Chi-Cheemaun arriving from the
island shortly before 5:30 PM, we thought we’d
better walk down the harbourside boardwalk to
our intended dinner spot, Tobermory Brewery
& Grill, to beat the supper rush heightened by
this boatload of new arrivals, since none of the
Tobermory restaurants take reservations in
peak tourist season (as I was advised by a staffer in my advance call to the restaurant prior to
the trip.) However, upon arrival there, we
found there was already a line-up to get in, and
we were advised by staff that there was no hope
of getting a large table or two for the group to
sit together. So, we went across the street to
Pharos, the recently updated restaurant in the
Tobermory Princess Hotel. They were able to
accommodate our large group on the spot, and
we enjoyed good service and a pleasant meal
from their varied menu. After dinner, several of
us went for a walk downtown to the base of the
harbour, and then we gathered back at the motel for a twilight chat before turning in.

Saturday morning – on Day 2 of our cruise -- dawned

mostly overcast, courtesy of the forecasted rain apparently
headed our way. Our pre-booked passage on the Chi-Cheemaun
ferry to Manitoulin Island was scheduled for the 8:45 sailing,
and required that we be checked-in and lined-up on the ferry
dock at least an hour before our reserved sailing time, so we
decided to check-out of our motel before breakfast, drive over to
the ferry dock and check-in/park around 7:25 AM, by which
time there were already numerous vehicles checked-in and
parked in adjacent lanes. We did manage to get all of our 9
cars in the same lane. We had lots of time to relax, take
some pics and chat, before the ferry arrived about 8:15 and
disgorged its load of vehicles – including transport trucks,
motor homes, travel trailers, cars, SUVs and motorcycles –
from the preceding Manitoulin-to-Tobermory crossing. We
were among the earliest to be loaded and were directed to the
left outside lane on
the main deck, near
the far end (stern) of
the ship, again with
all of our cars in a row. This lane was nice and wide,
allowing easy access in/out of our Miatas…unlike the
previous MoM Manitoulin trip 6 years ago, when the
group had to park on a very narrow “mezzanine” ramp
that was so tight, some of the group had to exit and
enter their cars via their open convertible top.
As soon as we were underway, we lined up for an onboard breakfast from the very well-provisioned cafeteria, and then relaxed for the voyage…by
then the dark northern sky had given way to showers, thus limiting the appeal of wandering
on the outside decks of the ship. The 1 hr. 45 min. crossing took us to South Baymouth, near
the southeastern tip of Manitoulin Island. We docked in South Baymouth at about 10:30 AM
and were off the ship and underway again fairly quickly, as we were among the earliest lanes
to be off-loaded. We took a back-road route across the island,
via Providence Bay, Spring Bay and Perivale, in heavily overcast
conditions with occasional showers. Shortly before noon, we
eventually reached the north shore at Gore Bay and our lunch
destination at Watersedge Pub & Restaurant, at the Inn at Gore
Bay. I had made a group reservation in advance, and upon
arrival, we were warmly greeted and seated at a large U-shaped
table in a separate room. Although the food was generally OK,
unfortunately, service was very slow…apparently due to a
shortage of staff. By the time we were finished and paid-up,
lunch had taken over 2 hours.

The afternoon’s drive started with a brief side-trip to
the East Bluff Lookout (a short distance northeast of
the restaurant), where we could take in a panoramic
vista of all of Gore Bay, as well as the North Channel
of Georgian Bay, to the northwest. We then headed
back down to town, and out to Hwy. 540, turning east
toward our next planned stop at Bridal Veil Falls, in
the hamlet of Kagawong. It had started to drizzle rain
again by the time we got there, and the only parking
was in a lot down the highway a bit. (By that point,
we were having CB transmission issues, so Rick &
Shaun Fox were kind enough to swap CB’s to see if
that helped.) Despite the drizzle, we all walked down
to the Bridal Veil Falls to have a look; this is apparently one of the most-photographed spots
on the entire island, and we can now understand why.
We then continued east to our next stop, the
Ojibwe Cultural Foundation, in the hamlet at
M’Chigeeng First Nation. This was a very
interesting museum and exhibition hall
featuring native arts, crafts, a small gift shop,
and an eye-opening exhibit of a few artifacts
from the reprehensible residential school era.
We then headed farther east across the island
via some interior back roads to Sheguiandah,
then took a short jaunt down Hwy. 6 to Ten
Mile Point, where there is a panoramic
lookout over part of Georgian Bay’s North
Channel, and a trading post for some
souvenir shopping. After a brief stop to take
in those sights, we headed back north via
Hwy. 6 in a light drizzle, reaching our
accommodations (Hawberry Motel) on the
highway in Little Current, about 5 PM. By the
time we had all checked-in, Mother Nature
was treating us to a steady rainfall, which
(regrettably) ruled out any on-foot sightseeing
along Little Current’s pretty waterfront. So,
after getting settled, we gathered for some
snacks/drinks and chat under cover of the
roof overhang at one corner of the parking lot.
Our total Day 2 drive (excluding the ferry trip,
of course) was approximately 90 kms.

Our reserved dinner spot that night was at
Elliott’s Restaurant, which is (thankfully,
given the steady rain) a very short walk
across the highway from the motel. We
arrived at the restaurant at our 6:15
appointed time and were escorted to a large
L-shaped table set up in a separate
backroom. We then proceeded to have a very
nice meal from their nicely varied menu, and
we were treated to very good service from our
hard-working server. Lots of laughs and
story-telling ensued. After a quick return
walk in the rain back to the motel, we said
our goodnights and turned in.
Day 3 dawned cloudy-bright, last night’s rain having finally passed. We had arranged an early
breakfast at Elliott’s on the morning of Day 3, so the group headed over promptly at the 7 AM
opening time, to find that there was only one server on duty, who not only had to look after our
large group in the backroom, but also the many local regulars at the main restaurant tables.
Nonetheless, she did her best to get us ordered and served within our targeted 1 ¼ hour
timeframe. We got back to the motel in time to check out and hit Highway 6 north for our
homeward drive by 8:40 AM, in lots of time to beat the 9 AM closing of the swing bridge over
the narrows at Little Current, thus avoiding the 15-minute wait (and associated highway traffic
back-up there awaiting the re-opening of the bridge.)
Our drive north took us along a very scenic
route back on the mainland, past many lakes
and bays, skirting along the edge of Espanola
and reaching Hwy. 17 at the very busy truck
stop in McKerrow just before 10 AM; we
topped-up with fuel, and then headed to the
adjacent Northwest Trading Company gift
shop/trading post, where much heavy-duty
browsing
(and even
some buying!)
took place.
We then
headed east
on Hwy. 17
toward Sudbury, soon discovering that we (Macaulays) now
had a totally dead CB. We eventually found a safe spot for
the group to pull over and proceeded to try and diagnose the
problem…eventually surmising that it was a blown fuse.

At this point, Group 2, with Claude & Shelley
Mikolainis in the lead, took over at the head of
the line, and our Group 1 tucked in behind
them, for the rest of the trip over to Sudbury
then south on Hwy. 69 to our lunch stop at the
French River Trading Post (Hungry Bear
Restaurant.) This is a cafeteria-style eating spot,
with lots of tables, including one really long
picnic-type table in the middle, which we were
lucky enough to get for our whole group. After
lunch, and yes, yet more trading post shopping
… we all said our goodbyes in the parking lot
and headed down 69 and 400 toward home.
All-in-all, it was a great trip, despite the less-than-stellar weather on
Day 2. Some nice roads and countryside, a great ferry experience,
some very nice meals, lots of laughs and good company. According
to my trip meter, our total mileage for the round trip (from/to our
home) was just shy of 800 kms. Many thanks to the Gigg’s,
Mikolainis’s and Walker’s for helping us keep the groups safely
together and on course throughout.
Bob and Carol Macaulay, Cruise Directors

The informal and “just show up if
you can” Ice Cream Runs from
Orillia were not as well attended
as some during the previous seasons. There are probably lots of
things going on during the busy
summer months that need to be
“fitted in” to busy schedules. We’re
glad that the more complicated
cruises, which involve route planning, restaurant reservations, site
visits, motel reservations etc.
are all well attended, and people
commit to them well in advance
and stick to their intentions.
The “come if you can” approach
to ice cream runs means, of
course, that nobody is “in
charge” … and that’s the fun of
them! The whole event is spontaneous! Our club has such a
good mix of experienced and
novice leaders that good things
happen when someone declares, “OK. I’ll be the first
car. Follow me” … and off
they go! That’s what happened on July 26th when the
group congregated at West
Orillia Sports Complex. Tony
Reid was the leader and the
participants included two
people who had never been on a
run before. A similar situation

happened next month on August
23rd when, once again, Tony Reid
volunteered to lead the group on
an enjoyable cruise along the Lake
Simcoe waterfront, eventually
stopping at “The Cone” for ice
cream. A classic convertible belonging to a colleague of Brian Atkinson’s was parked in the middle
of our Miatas, which drew a lot of
attention!

August 10th, 2022
by Bob Macaulay
On a nice sunny late afternoon, 12
MoM cars gathered at the usual
Bracebridge rendezvous spot in the
Your Independent Grocer parking lot
about 6 PM, for the short cruise via
Manitoba Street, High Falls Road,
Hwy. 11 to Cedar Lane north of town,
where the Hammond residence is
located. Laurel & Gord Bauldry were
able to arrange a group visit to view
Paul Hammond’s incredible collection
of classic cars and trucks.
Upon arrival about 6:30 PM,
we were greeted by Paul
Hammond, who led our
procession of Miatas along a
driveway behind his residence
to a very large barn-like
structure, nicely finished
inside, where he houses his
vehicle collection. After a brief
introduction, he took us inside
and invited us to wander around and view the vehicles at our
own pace. He was happy to answer any questions about any of
the vehicles in the collection and had some interesting stories
about how he came to acquire a particular vehicle. In the rear
area of the extended barn, he has a number of older, heavy-duty
18-wheeler tractors (trucks), dating from his days as
owner/operator of the well-known Muskoka Transport.
In addition to the many cars and trucks themselves, he also had
displayed on the walls numerous items of historical memorabilia, including old calendars,
framed newspaper pages, vintage clocks, etc. It was a fascinating “blast from the past” to
spend time taking it all in.
After saying our goodbyes and thank-yous, the group headed
back to town via Cedar Lane, Entrance Drive and a couple of
other back streets to The Burger Shop on Ecclestone Drive, for
our requisite ice cream stop. A couple of the attendees who
hadn’t yet had dinner availed themselves of the rather generous
burger & fries’ offerings, while the rest of us enjoyed an ice
cream treat.
Many thanks to the Baldry’s for making the arrangements with
Paul Hammond that facilitated such a memorable “special” ICR.

September 8, 2022
by Cathy Gilbert
September 8th was a beautiful
fall day for a Miata outing,
when we met at Blue Moon
Junction in Washago for a
delicious lunch.
It was one of a very few
establishments in
Muskoka with good food,
reasonable prices and staff to
wait on us. Cal and Gail
Lander were there when we
arrived and some of us got a
chance to visit over lunch.
Afterwards, we had a leisurely
drive north up the back roads
to Southwood Road and over
to Gravenhurst Parkway to
meet up at Northern
Escapades in Bracebridge for
some exciting mini golf.
There were a dozen
competitors divided into 4
teams. You weren’t allowed to
play with your spouse, or the
person you drove with, so it
kept things interesting, as a
lot of trash talk was heard
during the course of the game.
It is a great dinosaur themed
location set back in the trees
off Wellington Street, beside
the Burger Shoppe.
Knowing that there were
valuable cash and prizes up
for grabs really brought out
the competitive spirit in our
players.
Most honest player award
went to Phil Holdsworth who
was awarded a package of
erasers to help him with his
scoring next year. The green
jacket winner was Bob
Macaulay with the lowest

score. (Please note that this
score was not audited)
He
was awarded the elastic band
that came off a huge roll of
$100 bills. We told you there
were valuable prizes!
Unfortunately, the $100 bills
were somehow misplaced, but
he is ready with the elastic
band should they be
relocated.
After the golf we were all
rewarded with genuine
Kawartha Dairy scooped ice
cream, which was included in
the price of the mini golf. We
were the only people at the
course and the lovely owner,
and her granddaughter,
opened specially for us so it
was a great time. We think
this should be a yearly event!
Cathy and Bill Gilbert,
Cruise Directors

Although the
weather forecast
for September
21st indicated a
high percentage
for condensation
of atmospheric
water vapors, 8
cars and 14
MoM’ers met at
the Orillia Rotary
with their tops
down.
With the start of the fall colors, this provided for a beautiful 1
hour and 15-minute drive from Orillia along Monk Road (KLC
45) to the Austin Sawmill Memorial Park in Kinmount for a
picnic lunch.
The group then headed north via Gelbert Road (HC 1) to our
next stop at the Panorama Park Lookout, which provides an
elevated view of the area, including the town of Minden. Just
before reaching this vista, the sky opened, and it began to
rain. However, this did not dampen
the spirits of the cruise group.
We then proceeded to a tasty ice
cream stop at the Minden Kawartha
Dairy, however, just as we pulled into
the dairy, the rain intensified with a
major rainstorm. Again, this did not
diminish the spirits of the group.
Leaving Minden, our route took us
along Deep Bay Road (HC2) where
the rain stopped, and the sun began
to shine brightly. The group had to
pull over to drop our tops for the
remainder of the cruise back to
Orillia.
Thanks to Rick and Shaun for
volunteering to sweep the group.
Until our next adventure.
Claude & Shelley,
Cruise Directors

singer George Michael, and actor
Simon Pegg. Road and Track‘s
former Editor-in-Chief Travis
Okulski’s first car was a Miata.
5. You’re fiscally responsible.
Sports cars typically come with a
hefty price tag, but not this gem.
You can own a brand-new Miata
for as little as 27k. And they’re
fuel-efficient as well.
The sexy two-seater hit the
streets in 1989 and changed the
game for Mazda forever. Here’s
what driving the sporty roadster
says about you.
1. You’re fiercely independent.
No caravan of passengers is
necessary for
you. You’re super
happy in the
snug cockpit of
this rear-wheel
drive, where you
can cruise with
the top down to
your heart’s
content.
2. You’ve got
wisdom. You
know that bigger
isn’t always
better, and some
of the best things
in life arrive in smaller packages,
or in this case, a nimble frame.
3. You’ve got excellent taste. The
Mazda MX-5 Miata is officially
the world’s best-selling twoseater convertible sports car,
according to The Guinness Book
of World Records.
4. You’re in great company.
Miata fans reportedly include car
aficionado Jay Leno, who opted
for the classic red hue, British
comedian Steve Coogan, late

6. You’re loyal. Mazda Miata
lovers hang onto their cars the
longest of any sports car owner,
according to an ISeeCars study
done in 2019. Owners ranked
first in the sports car category,
holding onto the two-seaters for
more than 15 years.

7. You’re fun to be around. A car
is in many ways an extension of
your personality. Fortunately for
Miata owners, that means being
voted the most fun from
numerous auto awards over the
years.
8. You appreciate simplicity.
Fans of the famous roadster
appreciate the minimal
mechanical makeup of the
Japanese ride. Comparing it to
other sports cars in the same

realm, Mazda keeps it
simple.
9. You’re part of history. The
Miata changed the trajectory
of sports car development when it hit the
auto market. It quickly became the most
sought-after two-seater and reportedly
inspired the production of countless others
(think Audi TT).

As we approach the 30th anniversary of
the Mazda MX-5, the world's best-selling
sports car is back once again with a
new limited edition model to celebrate its
three decade long production life. The
Mazda MX-5 30th Anniversary Edition will
be available in both Convertible & RF
(retractable fastback) guise and will sport a
few new features unique to the special
edition model. Specifically, it'll have an eyecatching 'Racing Orange' paint job with
orange trimmed RECARO seats, continuing
the colour co-ordination of Black/Orange,
the anniversary edition will sit on 17" Dark
Gunmetal coloured alloy wheels inspired by
the RAYS ZE40 wheels used in the Global
MX-5 Cup racing series. Only 3000 of these
models will be made worldwide, 600 of
which will be coming to the UK (400
convertible, 200 RF).
In our own way of paying homage to the
world's most best-selling sports car, we
thought you'd enjoy reading 30 of our
favourite and most interesting facts about
the Mazda MX-5!

It uses a front engine, rear-wheel drive
setup (classic sports car
recipe), though Mazda very nearly opted to

10. You’ve got built-in friends around the
globe! Full disclaimer…I have owned two
Miata’s in my lifetime, and I can’t ever
remember as many people coming up to talk
with me about any of my other vehicles.
There are hundreds of Miata enthusiast
clubs out there. It’s a great way to connect
with others and compare convertible stories.
Plus, getting a thumbs up on the road
(which happened a lot!) is also a definite
mood booster.

go for front engine, front-wheel drive as it
was during this time that companies were
discovering the benefits of this layout.
Excluding face-lifts, the MX-5 has had four
different model generations, referred to by
enthusiasts as NA, NB, NC & ND.
Early models were sold under many
different names depending on the market, in
Japan it was named the Eunos Roadster,
whereas the Americans referred to it as
the Mazda Miata.
The MX-5 has a near perfect 50-50 weight
distribution ratio.
It's the best-selling sports car of all time,
winning a place in the Guinness Book of
World Records in 2000. (531,890 units)
The original MX-5 was first unveiled at
the Chicago Auto Show in February, 1989.
Mazda uses a design philosophy
named Jinba Ittai for the MX-5, which
loosely translates to "Rider and horse as
one".
The Fiat 124 Spider and Mazda MX-5 both
share the same platform.
Takao Kijima & Toshihiko Hirai were the
masterminds behind the MX-5, working on
the project since it's conception in the early
80's, though the idea for the model
originally came from motoring journalist
Bob Hall.
Mazda wanted to reduce weight as much as
possible. So much so, that even the drivers

pedals have holes drilled in them, an
approach that is known today as Gram
Strategy.
The MX-5 reached 1 million units sold
worldwide in April, 2016.
One of the few famous MX-5 owners was
actor Simon Pegg; he owned one in British
Racing Green which can be seen
appearing as a cameo in the old TV
series Spaced.
Interior door handles on Aston
Martin DB7 models during the 90's were

actually the same part as the first
generation MX-5.
The 1.5-litre engine available in the
current model is actually shared by
the Mazda 2 Hatchback, it's also the
smallest engine ever fitted to an MX-5 yet
it's still faster than the previous 1.8-litre
engine.
In video games, the MX-5 first made it's
debut in the Japanese arcade game Super
Chase: Criminal Termination in 1992.

Italian company Gorgona Cars has revisited the original, NAgeneration Mazda MX-5 Miata with an eye on performance. It
introduced a prototype called Concept NM that features a lengthy list
of modifications and an engine sourced from the current-generation
roadster.
The story starts in 2019, when journalist Omar Abu Eideh and
engineer David Galliano began brainstorming ways to improve the
original Miata. The roadster is old enough that we can call the
Concept NM a restomod, though the changes made are more than
skin-deep. Over the next three years, the duo created their dream
Miata by making extensive visual, interior, drivetrain, and chassis
modifications.
Starting with a restored Miata, and drawing inspiration from some of
Mazda's past concepts, they removed the windshield, chopped off the
bottom half of the doors, and fitted a hard cover over most of the
passenger
compartment to
make what
Italians have
historically
referred to as a barchetta. The bright
trim pieces were painted in black, and
the Miata gained a set of 15-inch Enkei
RPF1 alloy wheels.
Trimming the doors isn't simply a
design decision: It also increases the
Miata's structural rigidity and protects

the driver in the event of a side
impact. Gorgona Cars also added a
roll bar and strengthened the
subframes and several parts of the
chassis by welding reinforcement
bars.
Gorgona stripped the cabin to shed as
much weight as possible. The list of
components sent back to the parts
bin includes the carpet, the various
trim pieces, the dashboard, the
passenger seat, the radio and the

sound system it plays
through, and the air
conditioning system.
Sitting on a racing seat
equipped with a fourpoint harness, the driver
faces a Momo steering wheel and a
modern instrument cluster.
This approach to restomodding explains
the name: NM stands for Naked
Monoposto, which means "single-seater" in
Italian. It also plays a big role in lowering
weight: The roadster weighs 1,829 pounds
in its lightest configuration, or around 240
pounds less than a stock NA.
Power comes from the current Miata's 2.0liter four-cylinder engine, which develops
181 horsepower and 151 pound-feet of

torque in its standard state of tune.
Gorgona plans to offer what it refers to as
a power kit that will increase those figures
to 225 and 165, respectively, though
there's no word on what the bundle
includes. Regardless of output, the fourcylinder spins the rear wheels via a sixspeed manual transmission linked to a
short-throw shifter and a limited-slip
differential. Adjustable coilovers and
beefier brakes are part of the build as well.
Gorgona Cars plans to homologate the
Concept NM for road use and bring it to
production, though it hasn't revealed if
the United States is on its radar. In
Europe, pricing will start at 70,000 euros
(about $70,000) excluding
applicable taxes and the cost
of the donor car.

