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2005 Miata MAZDASPEED

Ridelust.com’s review of the Top 10 Beach Buggies for Summer Time Fun included the Mazda Miata (of course!)
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We want to here from you
about this newsletter.
Please use the Feedback Link
to submit any comments,
concerns or questions.
Thank you

ORO - MEDONTE EXPLORED
Our Orillia Members host a
memorable cruise

See Page 5
Feedback Link

Wednesday Night Ice Cream Cruises
July 6
A group of seven cars chose the Wharf in Gravenhurst
again but this time we took a different route lead by
Russ Seiber. Again the motorcycles were there as well
as a skiing show in the water. The route home was via
an old favourite, Muskoka Beach Road.

There is always something going on at the Wharf

July 13
This week’s destination of choice was the Kawartha
Dairy in Huntsville where six of us made the trek on a
lovely summer’s evening. At the dairy we met a few
other Miata owners from Huntsville who had just
happened to see us and one other on vacation from
the Pickering area. Enthusiasm abounded so perhaps
we’ll have a few more cars for our next cruise.
Kawartha Dairy in Huntsville

Our group parked outside Independent

Meeting fellow
Miata enthusiasts

Wednesday Night Ice Cream Cruises
July 20
This week's destination was up in the air for awhile as
not all ice cream shops are open after 7:00 p.m.. We
contacted Susan and Brian Sheffield of Marmalade
Skies in Bala and they opened the restaurant just for
us to enjoy our ice cream. Our group of eight cars,
lead by Gord Bauldry cruised over to Bala and as we
cruised into the parking lot Susan was filming our
entrance. Look for this on our web site in the near
future. After our ice cream they joined the caravan for
part of the trip home to help cool off as Nigel Ford lead us
home Showing Us Some Curves via Windemere Road.

Nine Miatas lined up outside Marmalade Skies

July 27
It was an ideal evening to a cruise as Port Sydney was
chosen for this week's destination and Paul & Chris Bennett
lead a group of eight cars up to the General Store which
houses a small Kawartha Dairy section so that everyone
could get their fix. Afterwards, Bill and Ruth Glassford
brought most of the group home via the back roads to
Baysville.
Nigel &
Darlene
are ready

Disembarking in Port Sydney
Where to tonight ???

Cruisin’ Bar B Q - July 10
Our Cruisin’ Bar B Q started at the at the Independent Grocer in
Bracebridge and we quickly motored down the highway to the Tim
Horton's in the Orillia Mall to meet up with our cruise leaders Ed &
Judy Gigg and Bar B Q hosts Tom & Katie Courtney.
After a brief pit stop the group assembled and those that had CBs got
them fired up for the pending run. This was an added blessing to the
cruise as Judy raised the bar substantially for future cruises by not
only providing directions as we travelled but pointed out local points of
Hot Fun in the Sun….
interest. It was like our own little tour guide of the Oro-Medonte area,
absolutely great! If you don’t have a CB we highly suggest getting one
as the enhancement of the cruise demonstrated it far outweighs any minor expense incurred.
Our thanks go out to the Giggs on this one.
After stopping for the obligatory ice cream pit stop we continued into
Orillia cruising the main street and stopping at Couchiching Beach Park
for a little stretch. Afterwards Tom & Katie Courtney took over the
leader role and led us back to their self made log home for a lovely
barbeque.
Only pictures can provide a glimpse into the tranquility of the property
as we gathered around the self made pond (apparently Tom makes
everything!!!) for a cool refreshment while Katie & her recruited daughter prepared dinner. It was an extremely relaxing and enjoyable way to
end the day and we’d like to thank Tom & Katie for their hospitality.
….and the shade
The mandatory stop for ice cream

A little stretch in Couchiching Beach Park

The cars take a rest after a long hot day

Cruisin’ Bar B Q - Pictorial

Miata Row (and a tintop?)
At the ice cream shop

The Horseshoe ice cream shop

The Group disembarks
in the Courtneys’ back yard

Ladies Only Cruise II- July 24
Heather Frazer readily accepted the Cruise Leader role for this jaunt when asked and quickly
turned it into a memorable one. Rather than just a cruise, Heather turned it into a Poker Run and
scenic cruise with a lunch, shopping and of course ice cream!
The ladies essentially circled the lakes leaving Bracebridge to Muskoka Beach Road, past Taboo
into Gravenhurst, out 169 to Bala for lunch, over to Lou's Cabin Savvy store in Glen Orchard,
then to Rosseau for ice cream at CrossRoads and back to Bracebridge.
Each lady was provided with a Visitor’s gift package (courtesy of the Township of Muskoka
Lakes) and two playing cards for their “poker hand”. At each stop another playing card was distributed to everyone and the best hand at the end of the trip was Laurel Bauldry’s pair of fours and
she won a special gift surprise.
Blue skies, tops down....

It’s a Poker Run too !!

Who’s hungry?
The stop for lunch

The Ladies assemble...

Ladies Only Cruise II - Pictorial
Cruise & Poker Run Instructions

Off and running….

A stop for a little shopping….

A little ice cream...

Our
Cruisin’ Ladies…

Here’s a look at a few of the events we are looking at Down the Road.
Burk’s Falls Cruise - Aug 14 tentative
The group, as an outgrowth of an earlier Meet & Greet wished to plan a cruise to the Burk’s Falls
Sundridge area for lunch and back. On this cruise we’ll tackle the back roads to Burk’s Falls via
Sprucedale and find our way to The Swiss Country House Restaurant for lunch . We will provide
more details in the event notice to be published shortly.
General Meeting—Aug 17th
We really haven’t had one since our first gathering so we intend to use our Ice Cream cruise into a
gathering of information session.
Tech Seminar—Sept 11 (date to be confirmed)
Everything you should know before putting your baby away for the winter will be discussed at this
seminar.
Dave’s Garage Open House— Sunday September 18
One of the premier Miata Garages in the country hosts an Open House four times a season,
definitely worth the trip to Oakville.
Fall Colours Cruise - Oct 2
We will try to relive the great cruise we had last year at this time to enjoy the fall colours.
Other trips being considered are:
Parry Sound
Drive back roads to Parry Sound, charter water taxi to Henry's Fish House on Frying Pan Island
Sans Souci.
Fenelon Falls
Perhaps a return to one of our first cruises
Haliburton Area
A journey through Algonquin Park and back via Harcourt, Wilberforce.

Membership Update
Our Membership has grown to 19 members as of today and we would like to welcome the
following new members:
Don & Christine Egan
Ed & Heather Ewing

Gravenhurst
Gravenhurst

Silver 2008
Blue 2008

Helpful Hints
iPod Adaptor
Russ Sieber offers the following Helpful Hint to those wishing to connect an iPod to their baby.
For anyone interested in adding a true iPod or auxiliary audio connector to their MX-5, I bought
one of these from amazon.com (US site - not available on the Canadian site).
It connects directly to the antenna connector on the back of the
factory radio resulting in much better sound quality than the "over
-the-air" type of FM transmitters. Still allows use of FM radio.
You can choose between (but not both) a genuine iPod connector (and therefore your iPod gets charged) or you can opt for the
headphone type input which will work with any MP3 player or
portable satellite radio unit.
I would rate it very highly. Well made and sound quality is very
good. Final cost was about $75 CDN and takes about an hour or
so to install.
To check it out, copy & paste the following link:
http://www.amazon.com/Peripheral-PAC-IS77-Universal-Radios/dp/B002IY598O/ref=pd_cp_e_1

Keeping that Little Red Beast Motoring
Dick Smyth offers the following Helpful Hint to those with a little rust issue on their Miata.
The bottom of the chassis on my Miata was rusting out. I was able to do a very decent repair job
with fibre glass. I used an angle grinder to cut away the rust. There is an adhesive metal
mesh from Canadian Tire that you fasten over the hole. You then mix the fibreglass and spread
it on. It hardens quickly. I sanded it down then filled in some of the rough spots with more fibreglass and sanded again.
I then used masking tape and black spray paint and it looks almost perfect. A body shop probably
would have wanted $500. My cost was less than $10 !!!
My Miata is red and I needed some touch up paint but I could not find any. There is a very limited
selection of Mazda paints. The answer (thanks to a guy at the auto desk at CTC in Gravenhurst)
is to go to the Ford paints. Mazda which was owned by Ford at the time used the same colours.
The stuff I bought was a perfect match. (But $12.95 for a tiny vial...
That's more expensive than 30 year old single malt scotch...
And it doesn't taste half as good!)

A look at what’s happening in the world of Miata
The longest Miata Caravan in the World
On September 18,2010, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the MX5 roadster, Mazda Germany
organized a special event. On the Zeche Zollverein estates in Essen the longest parade of
Mazda MX-5’s ever took place. The pre-existing record was established in New Zealand, where
there had been 248 cars involved. Mazda Germany took this attempt a little further by creating a
true MX-5 international party! Visitors could view a collection of curiosities from the past 50 years
of automotive engineering, and there was also “Beauty Contest” area with 50 well-kept MX-5’s on
display for all to admire. There was also entertainment and a musical program for young and old
to enjoy alike. The event attracted some far flung participants, for example, Jury and Nikita with
their 10 MX-5 friends, travelled 3 days
and about 2.500 kilometres from Moscow
to make it to Essen.
Under the watchful eye of Guinness
World records jury member
Seyda Subasi-Gemici the vast
sea of Mx-5’s, (just shy of 600)
slowly started to move along
the 3.2 kilometre long trial. The
first car was a Mazda pace
car, driven by Playboy Bunnies
(well they had to go first didn’t
they, I mean…. it would have
been rude not to, right?).
Participants had to adhere to the strict rules of the “Guinness Book of Records” which were simple in principal but difficult in execution. The rules were as follows: Do not let you car come to a
stand still and keep your distance from the car in front of you. Although this sounds quite simple
in practise it led to a great many cars to be excluded during the run as even the very shortest of
stops resulting in disqualification for that car.
The caravan drove for almost one hour through the scenic landscapes, around old Cologne city
and through the former Coke factory and when the last car rolled over the finish line, the count
stood at 562 cars.
This figure which if ratified would be well in excess of the number required to smash the existing
record. For over an hour the contestants were kept in the dark, mulling over their thoughts before
the announcement that the European MX-5 owners had secured the world record! Exactly 459
cars had met the strict criteria and were thus taken into account for the world record attempt. A
figure that was nearly double the amount of the New-Zealand record, set five years prior.

2008
Limited Edition
Icy Blue Metallic

In 2008 Mazda introduced another special Limited Edition version of its fabulous sports car.
Starting out with a top of the line GT version Mazda painted this model exclusively in a distinctive
Icy Blue colour and topped that off with special 17” alloy wheels. The exterior also sported the cool
chrome fog light rings which were optional on all other Miata models and a clear third brake night
(as per all PRHTs). Strangely the car was only offered as a PRHT in Canada and in the USA only
with a saddle brown covered soft top.

2008 Special Edition
Inside, the Limited Edition sported a unique Saddle Brown
leather interior highlighted with blue stitching on the seats.
This feature was further enhanced with a Saddle Brown
leather wrapped steering wheel, gear shift knob and
emergency brake handle all of which also received the
unique blue stitching feature. Door panels also carried this
theme of Saddle Brown with blue stitching and also featured
silver door handles.
The dashboard also was a change from the regular piano
black as it had an aluminium tone inlay panel with chrome
gauge rings. Further enhancements to the interior included
MX5 Limited Edition floor mats and MX5 stainless steel door
sill plates.
Production in USA was a meagre 750 units while Mazda
only earmarked 105 units for Canada , all of which were
PRHT models.

Handsome Blue Stitching
Accents Saddle Brown Leather

Embossed Carpets

Unique Saddle Brown Leather Interior

2008 Special Edition

PRHT Version
Showing Top Up & Retracted
(Was Not Available in U.S.A.)

17-inch ten spoke alloy wheels

2008 Brochure

Rear View showing Clear Third Brake Light

Topping’s Tidbits
After the last cruise in and around the Orillia area the use of CB radios dramatically enhanced
the experience that we recommend everyone consider investing in one of these units. They
make the trip far more enjoyable, nobody gets lost, emergencies can be handled easier and
everyone can receive the same message simultaneously. The down side is some of these
units can be quite expensive so in the next issue of the newsletter we will explore various
alternatives of obtaining a workable CB radio at reasonable pricing.
You may not be able to attend a cruise or activity at a given time and this is quite understandable as we all lead a busy life and cruising in our Miata, although enjoyable, is not always a
priority. We ask each and every one of you, merely as a courtesy, to reply to activity notices
even if you are unable to attend. If we know your are going to attend we can wait if you are
running late likewise we can waste less time if we know in advance you will not be attending
so please for future notices please advise us via a quick call or email. Thank you.
(Please note: this does NOT apply to our weekly ice cream runs.)
A word to all club members who are already enjoying our tours. Isn’t touring great? What
could be better than spending a beautiful day in the fresh outdoors with your spouse/partner/
best friend looking at great scenery as the world flies by and hanging out with your Miata
family? Not Much!
But what could make it a little better for all would be if you would volunteer to lead or sweep
the next time volunteers are requested. It’s really a small thing to ask but it’s really important
that every tour have leads and sweeps as we all know as the group gets bigger things get
hairy trying to keep the groups together, going through traffic lights & stop signs.
Next time, when volunteers are requested, stick you hand up, we’ll all be grateful.

Russ Seiber had just seen CARS 2
and decided to modify his Miata…
Whaddya think?

Actually we got the pic from the Windsor & Essex County Miata Club web site, Sorry Russ.

